COMMERCIAL HOTEL, BARCALDINE

THE COMMERCIAL HOTEL WAS BUILT IN 1886 BY THE MCBRIDE FAMILY. THE BUSINESS
WAS FOUNDED BY MR PETER MCBRIDE WHO BUILT A SINGLE-STOREY HOTEL ON THE
PRESENT SITE IN 1886 FROM MATERIALS HE PURCHASED FROM DOWN THE RAILWAY
LINE. THE BUILDING WAS ERECTED BY MR G H HENDERSON. MR HENDERSON WAS
RESPONSIBLE FOR BUILDING MANY PLACES IN BARCALDINE IN THE EARLY DAYS. TWO
YEARS LATER IN 1888 THE SINGLE-STOREY BUILDING WAS PULLED DOWN AND
REPLACED WITH A TWO-STOREY ESTABLISHMENT ERECTED BY MESSRS MEACHAM &
LEYLAND. IN 1897, THE MCBRIDE FAMILY MOVED TO SYDNEY AND LEASED THE HOTEL
TO MR HENRY (“GEORGE”) ELLIS FOR FOUR YEARS. THE FAMILY RETURNED AND
RESUMED BUSINESS IN 1904, RETURNING TO SYDNEY IN 1905 WHEN THEY LEASED IT
FOR THREE YEARS TO MR HARRY WILLIAM WEBBER, THE THEN LICENSEE OF THE ROYAL
HOTEL, ARAMAC. ON THEIR RETURN, MR MCBRIDE RESUMED BUSINESS AS LICENSEE
OF THE PREMISES.

THE HOTEL WAS BURNT DOWN IN 1909 ALONG WITH 18 OTHER BUSINESS PREMISES.
MR FRED HACK, THEN OF LONGREACH, WAS CONTRACTED TO BUILD THE NEW HOTEL.
MR MCBRIDE DIED BEFORE THE NEW HOUSE WAS COMPLETED. IT WAS OPENED ON 10
MARCH 1910 AND MRS MCBRIDE CARRIED ON THE BUSINESS UNTIL HER DEATH ON 23
AUGUST 1919. MR WILLIAM MCBRIDE THEN TOOK CHARGE MANAGING THE BUSINESS.
THE HOTEL WAS THEN BURNT DOWN A SECOND TIME IN 1921, BEING REBUILT AND
REOPENED IN SEPTEMBER 1922. THE CURRENT BUILDING HAS SURVIVED SINCE THAT
TIME.
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1886 MR PETER MCBRIDE, PROPRIETOR AND LICENSEE OF
THE COMMERCIAL HOTEL.

24 FEB 1887 MR PETER MCBRIDE PAID FOR A SPECIAL
VICTUALLER’S LICENSE (COURT HOUSE CASH BOOK)

1888 ORIGINAL TWO STOREY BUILDING PULLED DOWN AND
REPLACED WITH TWO-STOREY ESTABLISHMENT. BUILDERS -
MESSRS MEACHAM & LEYLAND.

APRIL 1890 MR PETER MCBRIDE, PROPRIETOR AND
LICENSEE.

4 JULY 1896 MESSRS. MEACHAM AND LEYLAND WERE
GRANTED PERMISSION TO ERECT A VERANDAH ACROSS THE
FOOTPATH AT MCBRIDE'S HOTEL.
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THE CAPRICORNIAN, 4 SEPT 1897

Sam Ah Jin, a cook at the Commercial Hotel, was charged with selling opium to a Queensland aborigine named
Chippendale. Mr. McCullough appeared for the prosecution. Constable Nixon deposed that he saw Chippendale
go to the back door of the hotel kitchen and receive something, which he put in his pocket; he asked
Chippendale if that was opium he had got and he replied ' Yes,' and handed over two packets of opium; he
went with the blackfellow to the kitchen, and he pointed out the defendant as the party who sold him the
opium. At this stage the case was adjourned till Friday, when the aborigine was examined, and deposed that on
the previous Saturday he went to the defendant to buy opium, which he sometimes got from him; he gave
defendant a shilling, for which he received two packets of charcoal opium; witness, put the packets in his
pocket, and shortly afterwards Constable Nixon came up and got them from him; witness was quite sure that
the defendant was the man who gave him the opium; the defendant, in reply to the charge, said there was
another Chinaman in the kitchen, and it was this other Chinaman who supplied the opium. The Bench found
defendant guilty, and as it was a first offence, fined him £3, with £2 2s. professional costs, 3s. 6d. costs of
Court, 5s. witness's expenses, total £5 10s. 6d., in default two month’s imprisonment in Rockhampton Gaol.

THE CAPRICORNIAN, 4 SEPT 1897

Permission was granted to Henry Ellis, of the Commercial Hotel, to sell liquors on the Recreation Reserve on
the 2nd of September.

THE CAPRICORNIAN, 15 MAY 1897

In the Small Debts Court on the 7th instant, before Mr. A. Lee, Police Magistrate, and Mr. B. McKay, J.P., J. L.
Butler sued P. McBride for £22 5s. 6p. for commission on sale of lease, furniture, and effects of Commercial
Hotel and saddlery shop adjacent. Defendant pleaded that he was never indebted, and that he never employed
the pursuer. Mr. Major appeared for the accused and Mr. McCullough for the defendant. From the evidence it
appeared that early in April Butler hid a conversation with the defendant, when the latter said he was prepared
to sell or lease the hotel if plaintiff could find an approved buyer. Plaintiff offered the hotel to Mr. Henry Ellis, and
subsequently introduced Mr. Ellis to defendant as a buyer. At defendant's request he made out an inventory of
the furniture in duplicate, one copy for Mr. Ellis and one for defendant. The sale was completed for £89I, and £5
paid by Mr. Ellis as a deposit. Henry Ellis gave confirmatory evidence of all the material points in plaintiff's
statement. The defendant denied that he had employed Butler as his agent, and stated that the sale of the hotel
had been arranged between Mr. Ellis and himself. The Bench gave a verdict for £21 12s. 9d., with £2. 2s.
professional costs and 5s. costs of court.

APRIL 1897 HOTEL IS SOLD BY MR PETER MCBRIDE TO MR GEORGE ELLIS.
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THE CAPRICORNIAN, 17 APRIL 1897

The Commercial Hotel is changing hands, Mr. Peter McBride (the present owner) having leased the hotel for
five years to Mr. George Ellis. Mr. McBride and his family are going to reside in Sydney.

JULY 1897 LICENCE IS TRANSFERRED FROM MR PETER MCBRIDE TO MR GEORGE ELLIS.

THE CAPRICORNIAN, 10 JULY 1897

CHARGES AGAINST A POLICE CONSTABLE.

James Lane, constable, Barcaldine, was charged with the following offences against the Police Act:— First,
drunkenness while on duty; second, disorderly conduct while on duty : Third, absence from duty. The
accused pleaded not guilty. Sub-Inspector Brannelly appeared to prosecute. It was agreed by consent that
the three charges would be tried simultaneously. Sergeant Ryan deposed that he saw the accused, who had
been in Barcaldine four months; accused was on duty on the night of the 25th of June from five o'clock to
nine o'clock ; he was not supposed to go into any public house unless duty called him there; he should report
to witness if he had to go in; did not report on the 25th of June that he had been called into any public
house; witness saw him come out of the Commercial Hotel along with several bush men about 8:45 p.m.; he
was then supposed to be on duty; the crowd was excited; accused, in company with a man named Ramage,
walked towards the West End Hotel; he was drunk: he did not report himself to witness as off duty. — Cross-
examined by accused, witness did not order him home because he did not wish to make an exhibition of him
in the street. —Henry Ellis, lessee of the Commercial Hotel, saw accused on the night of 25th of June in the
Commercial Hotel with a number of other men; he went through with some of the men into the yard; witness
went after them, and saw Lane and a man named Youll sparring there; they fell down several times; -they
had several rounds; witness identified a letter written by him to Sargent Ryan, stating that the accused was
drunk.— Lawrence W. Bamage deposed that he was in the company of accused on the evening of the 28th of
June, from about eight to nine o'clock; they had several drinks together in the Royal, West End, and the
Commercial Hotels; at the latter hotel accused got into an altercation with a man named Youll which ended
in an adjournment to the backyard, when accused and Youll had a sparring match; he could not call it a
fight, as neither of the men had been hurt; witness subsequently went with accused to the Union Hotel
where they had drinks, and then parted, accused apparently going home; he was in uniform. — Constable
Nixon deposed that on the night of the 28th of June he went to relieve accused at nine o'clock; he met him
on the footpath near the West End Hotel, and saw he was under the influence of drink, and not in a fit
condition for duty. He was in uniform and wearing a duty badge. Witness advised him to go home, and he
agreed to do so. Witness afterwards saw him in the Union Hotel — For the defence, accused called Richard
Park and James Arthur, both of whom deposed that they saw the accused in Oak -street shortly before eight
o'clock and he appeared to be quite sober. — The Bench found accused guilty of all the charges, and he was
fined £2, or in default, one month's imprisonment for each offence, being in all £6 fine or three months'
imprisonment.

APRIL 1898 MR HENRY ELLIS, LICENSEE OF HOTEL.
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The Western Champion and General Advertiser for the Central-Western Districts, 5 APRIL 1898

The second fire was at Mr. H. Ellis' Commercial Hotel stables. In cleaning up the yard on Saturday morning the
yard man threw the remains of an open fire with other rubbish behind one of the loose boxes. Several of the
coals were alive and set fire to some hay, and in a few minutes there was a merry blaze. A rush, plenty of
water, and the fire was quickly got under control.

It is really wonderful the immunity of our main street from fire, considering the fearful carelessness shown at
timed. Often fires are left in open yards all night quite unprotected, and the coals and ashes are blown about in
all directions by the puffy winds which invariably is experienced in the early morning. A well-known publican,
one of the few who won't have an open fire, says he saw a line of clothes catch fire in a neighboring yard, a
fortnight ago, through the wind blowing coals about, and he thought the Divisional Board inspector should do
something in the matter.

The Capricornian, MARCH 1899

What might have been a serious disaster in the shape of a fire was fortunately nipped in the bud on Thursday
night; a few buckets of water quenching a fire in the kitchen of the Commercial Hotel.

JULY 1899 MR GEORGE ELLIS, PROPRIETOR AND LICENSEE.

. = W

P S R i

JOMMERCIAL HOTEL, BARCALUDINIL

‘The Capricornian’, 1899 image
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14 APRIL 1900 MR HENRY ELLIS, LICENSEE.

APRIL 1901 MR HENRY ELLIS, JUNIOR, LICENSEE.

THE WESTERN CHAMPION AND GENERAL ADVERTISER FOR THE CENTRAL-WESTERN DISTRICTS, 14 MAY
1901

A daring and audacious theft was committed at Ellis's Commercial Hotel during the past week. It appears that Mr.
Ellis had a large pumpkin vine trained over his kitchen, and a big, heavy pumpkin attached to the vine was
growing gracefully and peacefully upon the roof.- But one night last week some individual of low moral character
purloined that pumpkin, and a free and unconditional pardon is now offered to anyone, not being the principal
offender, who discloses the personality of the useless culprit to the light of public scorn and ignominy.

THE WESTERN CHAMPION AND GENERAL ADVERTISER FOR THE CENTRAL-WESTERN DISTRICTS, 18 JUNE
1901

The billiard tournament promoted by Mr. H. Gill at the Commercial Hotel billiard room was brought to a
conclusion on Saturday evening last, the 15th instant, and resulted in Dick Park's "boy," Bert Plumb, winning
from scratch; J. Hayes, with 105 start, being second; and Dick Park, 70 behind scratch, third. A great deal of
interest was centred in the tournament, and the billiard room was crowded with spectators throughout all the
stages of the contest.

25 JUNE 1901 HENRY ELLIS GIVES NOTICE THAT IT IS HIS INTENTION, AT THE NEXT MEETING OF
THE LICENSING AUTHORITY, TO APPLY FOR THE TRANSFER OF THE LICENSE HELD BY HIM IN RESPECT TO
THE COMMERCIAL HOTEL TO PETER MCBRIDE.

THE CAPRICORNIAN, 11 NOV 1905

At the Police Court, before Messrs. B Hoskin, and T. A. Graham, J.J.P, John O’Brien was charged with
drunkenness. Though an old offender, he was discharged on a promise to leave the town.

The same justices in the licensing Court granted the transfer of the license of the Commercial Hotel from P.
McBride to H. W. Webber. Mr. R. F. Lyons, solicitor, appeared in support of the Application.

THE CAPRICORNIAN, 20 OCTOBER 1906

Permission was granted to Mr. Webber of the Commercial Hotel, to charge for admission to the second stage of
the billiard match between A. Kingston and B. Plumb. The first 600 up in the billiard competition was won by
Kingston at Aramac last week by 68 points. The second and concluding game of 600 up will be played here,
commencing with Kingston's unfinished break, balls in play.
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QuiTE a crowd th the billiard-
room at the Commercial 1 to witness
o billiard match for £10 between Bert

Muwmb, the mier player of Barcaldine,
and Gus Leffler, a 'dﬁlovl Brubane
professional. Lefller conceded 216 polats

in 600 to the local player., Oar reporter
could not get near the room for the orowd
of mon-playing spectators, but hesrd that
the stranger Q{‘pd well up to nearly balf.
wiy, when the score stood at Plumb, 387,
Leffler, 216. After that the Hrisbane man
went to pieces, and at the finish Pluwb
was 130 abead of hias opsont. Bome
money changed hands at the early part of
the game. The highest break made by
Lefflor was 60 in the first hundred,

PHOTOGBAPHY!'
For Sale, Cheap,
P*u&l-yvu.mx
Wil gusrsntes o lnstrect purchaser |

Facs

cansists p-to-date Camars, with
.'t la-‘:du- Wetson Lass, sad
all ngvemeary eppliances.

APRIL 1908

SEPT 1908

Full particulars on application —
RARRY W. WEBBER,

Commercial Hotel,
BARCALDINE.

APRIL 1907 MR HARRY WILLIAM WEBBER
HOLDS THE LIQUOR AND BILLIARD LICENSES. HE
IS ALSO A PHOTOGRAPHER WHOSE PROFESSIONAL
PHOTOS PROVIDE A SIGNIFICANT RECORD OF THE
TOWN’'S DEVELOPMENT.

Commercial Hotel (Harry W Webber, licensee) ¢ 1908

MR HARRY WILLIAM WEBBER, LICENSEE.

APPLICATION BY MR HARRY WILLIAM WEBBER
APPROVED FOR ONE MONTH’S LEAVE OF ABSENCE. MR PETER
MCBRIDE IN CHARGE.
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Cyclone unroofed the kitchen of the Commercial Hotel, 1908

APRIL 1909 MR PETER MCBRIDE, LICENSEE.

(‘The Queenslander’ image).

AUGUST 1909 FOUR HOTELS - COMMERCIAL, WELCOME HOME, CARRIERS’ ARMS, SPRINGSURE -

AND 12 STORES BURN DOWN IN ‘BIG FIRE'.

1910 HOTEL REBUILT AND OPENED AGAIN AFTER FIRE

Mx W. Vaughan, manager for Messrs.
Heiron & Smith, billiarda table manu-
facturers, placed one of the firm’s tables
with Mrs. McBride, of the Commercial
Hotel, and the table was officially opened
on Tuesday morning by a short gnme be-
tween Mr. Peut and Mr. Vaughan ; the
Chairman of the Shire won by three points
A number of spectators were seat,
Messrs. Carson and Scott also p ‘(od "
short match. The table is a splendid plece
of work, the timbers used haing Tasmanian
blackwood and cedar. Mr. Vaughan left
for Brisbane by Tuesday’s mail train.

Western Champion 19 February 1910

APRIL 1910 CATHERINE MCBRIDE, LICENSEE

Warwick Examiner and Times (Qld. : 1867

BIG FIRE.

Barcaldine Block Destroyed.

4 Hotels and 12 Stores.
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National Library of Australia
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APRIL 1915 CATHERINE MCBRIDE, LICENSEE. LICENSE FEE £40.

APRIL 1917 CATHERINE MCBRIDE, LICENSEE

APRIL 1920 MR WILLIAM MCBRIDE, LICENSEE. LICENSING COURT FOUND COMMERCIAL TO BE THE ONLY
HOTEL IN TOWN WITH NO FAULTS TO FIND; THE BUILDING AND YARD WERE THE CLEANEST
IN TOWN.

FEB 1921 FIRE BROKE OUT IN A BEDROOM OF MCBRIDE’'S COMMERCIAL HOTEL BUT WAS QUICKLY
EXTINGUISHED.

THE WESTERN CHAMPION AND GENERAL ADVERTISER FOR THE CENTRAL-WESTERN DISTRICTS, 26 MARCH
1921

Commercial Hotel Sale.

In accordance with the advertised auction sale programme, the well-known Commercial Hotel property at
Barcaldine was last Saturday submitted at auction on the premises by Messrs. Hempenstall Bros. Ltd. It
attracted a big audience, and there was some spirited bidding-. The property had to be sold to close estate
interests, but the well-known reputation of the McBride family has stirred up outside buyers with good ... the
price quickly ran to £4900 at which figure it was knocked down subject to the vendors approval to Mr. Thomas
Fitzgerald, formerly of the Central Hotel at Longreach. This price was improved on after the sale but the buyer
was subsequently outbid by Mr. W. McBride, one of the estate beneficiaries, and for untold years the general
manager of the business itself. A deal was finalised with the member of the family, and a sigh of relief was
breathed in Barcaldine when it was known that the McBride family would continue to control the destinies of the
Commercial Hotel. We congratulate the family on securing it, because the town could ill afford to lose the active
and intelligent help of Mr. "Will" McBride and Miss Annie McBride especially. They have been very consistent
supporters of all movements for the advancement of the town, and have always figured generously and largely in
many useful directions. As the hotel has been in the family for over three generations-Miss Cissy Carey, for
instance being the granddaughter of the original owner-it is fitting that it should remain longer with them. We are
sorry not to be able to welcome Mr. Fitzgerald as the new owner because he and his family would have made big
names here, but probably Hempenstall Bros, will offer them something suitable in the town ere long, and we
hope to see them invest here.

4 DEC 1921 COMMERCIAL HOTEL BURNS DOWN AGAIN. AN INQUIRY INTO THE CAUSE IS
CONDUCTED.
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The hotel is rebuilt, with the new building’s interior described in The Western Champion, 2 September
1922.

—~— —————————— - . the
powever, in the present Instance. )
The New Commercial Hotel mn-dym”‘"l""; Be effected from the girest by stromg
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-mu‘-.l’ n:'nd tim.“l.u :“":l‘“: “n—".h at the rear of 1t Passing alone this :.... Tv;-.n : n:;
sad middiec] There are semi-ciroular counters, Aning-room Iy rench hin I @
when well-furnished. well- the glase-scroened shelving on
m:::-'.!"'l'."" it aﬂ.m*mm'lu ——
was & very pegative sort of satisfac-  golight the heart of man. The walls| . ..\ 25 (oo in length. There
tion to realise that after a catas- of the counter are of Wundertich| _ " ' 0 uiing 36 guests com-
trophy such as fire some fmprove- famped metal, palated to represent| | .,uly, while at & busy time nine
—umhﬂoh-hu:‘ln-“‘ r!-:‘ -tn::.?":r"wﬂl tables can be set. The furniture is all
conditions brought more up-to-date; effected from streng
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wables can be set. The furniture is all | by 12 feet. Immediately behind this
of wilky ouk, the chairg ure strong— | | is the storeroom 13 feet square., and
and shall we call it austere—in ap-| | the shelves are mute evidence of Mr
pearance, and what we should say, McBride's methodical way of doing
semi-Tudor style. There is p© 'luol things; for like the shelves at Par-
| about them, and they appear ex- | pell's everything can be seen at &
tremely neat ang ‘asteful, There are glance. There are detached bath-
| hat racks, a dinpner wagon, & double rooms and the wusual outbuildings.
|mltror. Ample light and ventilation ”uu m‘. quarters, &c. The
ig afforded, and the windows like all| walls on the bottom floor are 11ft.
the other sashed windows are cover- @im In height. Upstairs there is evi
led with imitation stained glass or | dence of the completeness of every-
transfers, very well executed by Mr ‘ thing in the house. Al the head of
McBiide himself, The tables were the stairs is a small landing or ves-
placed at various angles, and pre-| tibule 13t square. All the walls up-
pared ready for dinner. There Was giairs are 11ft. 3in. In height. The
po electro plated ware to be seen ex- fromt balcony ig 70 feet by 13 feet. A
cept forks and spoons, all else were ¢ fest passage runs slong the centre
glass or china; (he effect was 85 of the buflding from east to west,
pleasing to the cye as no doubt the| gad on the southern side is a balcony
viands were later on to the stomach. rynning the entire length six feet In
At the back of the dining-room I* ' wideh. Six pedrooms open out on to
the pantry, 12 feet square. This of the tront balcony; these have frosted
course helg everything essentiil 07 french lights as have all other bed-
the dining-room. Behind the pantry room emtrsnces from bdalconies  The
is the kitchen, & very neat Iron gptrance to bedrvoms along the pas«-
place 26 feet by 12 feet, Of course age have panelled doors with grille
there were all conveniences for do- overhead in Meu of fanlights, which )
ijsg & big business. The range (s & ensures perfect ventilation. One hall-
good agd faithfu! warrior with & way is 70 feet long by four feet in
history: It is six feet in length by width; s hallway running north aand
three feet. It was built by Burns & south is 48 feet by four feet, There
Twigg, Rockhampton, in 1891, It has are 53 bedrooms in all. and we noted
been through two fires, and although the gheence of 13—"A" takes Its
the cheeks ang fire bars have been place. Some of us are very supersti-
renewed many times it is still & faith- tiows. The Dbedrocoms generslly
ful servant and very far from being spegking are 11 feet by 11 feet. ond
scrapped . It stands In an alcove 13 are all comfortadbly furnished alike
feet by 8 feet, and on a solld cement Three rooms are gouble rooms. three
floor which extends several feet be- have two beds in each, and the re-
yong the range. Mr. McBride be- mainder are single At the end of
lleves this range t© be the largest In the gouthern balcony are three rooms |'
the West and weighs about & ton and| for the staff, furnished exactly like
a-half. Of the dining-room is & 12| those for the guests All the rooms
feet by 14 feet verandsh, which is| are furnished with the popular haif-
used as & laundry. Here is a large tester “Resto” bedsteads—clean and
wringer, electric iron, &c. Under the | natty—a duchess and fixed wash-|'
main staireare ir the well-stocked | stand. The framework of the bulld-|'
linen room. Behind the billlard room| ing is a)l of Maryborough hardwood
is & verandsh 25 feet by € feet, run- | and the balconies and verandahs hre
ning east and west. Off the verandak| all covered with 4 x 1 hardwood
is & comfortable sitting room 16 fest The studs sro outsids, snd the board
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Toad In
The yurd wes noticed
picturs of opder and nslesnlinew
™ bullding fs thoroughly lighted
with electric lght ; every bedroom
has ita bulh and sven the store room
has ita Hght. There are 55 liahts I»

o the prasent
mmilding wan esrscted by the
Mr. 0. H Hendernon. who wan fa-
snontihia for the building nf manv
nincea in Parealdine n the esrly
Aave  Two vears Inter the nince wan
anlled down and a *wo.atoray homes
arpetod he Meenrn Weacham & Tav-
temA T 1297 the hintel was Jeaned
ta the Inls Mr  Henary [ Oeoree™
2il- apd  the familr remnvad o
Quilney  After n period of four years

the family returned sod resumed
business in the hetsl. in 1906 the
Commercis! was leased [for three
yours to Mr, Harry Webber, who
then held the llcense for Lhe Roysl
Hotel, Arames. The family again
weat (0 Syduey for the peniod.
Upon termination of the lun__lr.

eighteen other buniness places.
( 8ew house was soon in course
erection, Mr. Fred Hack, then

furnished place,
Ume to the Hote! Shakespears. Mr.
McBride died before the new houss
was completed (March 10th, 1910)
and the business was carried on by
the widow until her death on 23rd
August, 1819, whea Mr. Wm. Me-
Bride took charge, and ha® mapsged
tho businees singce to the pressent
| @ay. The old hotel had several os-
., capse. Oun one occasion & fire In a
' servant's bedroom was nipped’in the
pud, and twice the Picture show
saved the situation. Then came the
big diass of 4th Dec. last which
wiped out the fine bullding. This
makes {wo destructive firee n
twsive years for thg hotel, Let us
bops many yesrs will slapse ere the
dreaded Mire Fend again makes its

APPeArancs.
Wae omitted to statlg the whole of
do furniturs, furnishings, glese-
, and erockery wsa mupplisy by

The comtract was in the bands of
Mesars, O'Brien & Co., and they
appear to have dong thelr work in
2 very thorough meaner.

_
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1928 VIEW. COMMERCIAL HOTEL IS CENTRE OF SCENE BEHIND THE ‘HALLELUJAH TREE’ (NOW THE TREE OF
KNOWLEDGE).

THE LONGREACH LEADER, 16 JAN 1931

Cyclone

A severe storm struck the town about 3 o'clock Tuesday afternoon and although the storm only lasted a few
minutes much damage was done to the main portion of the town. Nearly the whole of the front portion of the
Shakespeare Hotel was unroofed. Beech Street from the Shakespeare corner to the Post Office, about 100
yards was strewn' with iron and. timber. Several sheets struck the offices of Mr. R. F. Lyons, solicitor, doing
considerable damage to the asbestos building. The Union Hotel was half unroofed, while part of the verandah in
front of Meacham & Leyland's store was carried away. About 40 sheets, of iron were blown from the Railway
good's shed, across the street and deposited in the back yard of the Royal Hotel. Several sheets of iron were
blown from the verandah of the Commercial Hotel and the verandah of Stibbard's butcher shop was totally
demolished. An old, uninhabited house, the property of Mr. J. Catip, Longreach, collapsed, the roof being' lifted
into the middle of the street. Other houses lost several sheets of Iron from their roofs while some motor cars
had their hoods blown off. Many trees were blown over or broken. The force of the wind blew a line of railway
trucks with the brakes, on through the goods shed.
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APRIL 1931 MR WILLIAM MCBRIDE, LICENSEE

APRIL 1934 MR WILLIAM MCBRIDE, LICENSEE

kol 4

STREET PARADE PASSING COMMERCIAL HOTEL C1930S.

APRIL 1935 MR WILLIAM MCBRIDE, LICENSEE.

CENTRAL QUEENSLAND HERALD, 14 OCTOBER 1937

In the Summons Court at Barcaldine on Thursday six men were each fined £1, with 6s costs of Court for having
been on licensed promises on July 30 without a lawful excuse. Mr T. E. Dwyer, Police Magistrate, was on the
bench, and Sergeant R. Bamback prosecuted. Sergeant Bamback said the police entered the Commercial Hotel
on the night of July 30 at 11.10 p.m. In the bar a number of men were found, including the defendants, Patrick
Kelly, George Dyer, Albert Thomas, Hoy Powell, Darcy Baker, and William Holohan. They were gathered around a
table on which was an amount of money. One of the men had a dice box in one hand and some money in the
other. There was nothing to show that any drink had been consumed. The defendants were found guilty and fined
as stated. In the same Court William Thomas McBride, licensee of the Commercial Hotel, Barcaldine, was
proceeded against for a breach of the Liquor Act, in that he kept his premises open for the sale of liquor at a
prohibited time. Mr R. P. Lyons, who appeared for the defendant, said that the men were simply having what is
termed a 'bob in' when the police arrived on the scene. The defendant pleaded guilty, and was fined £10 with 6s.
costs of court. The licence was ordered to be produced and the conviction endorsed thereon.
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THE MORNING BULLETIN, 23 OCT 1937

In the Summons Court, before Mr T. E. Dwyer, P.M., the owners of the Commercial Hotel were called upon to show
cause under section 101 of The Liquor Acts, 1912-35, why the conviction against the licensee (W. J. T McBride)
on September 30 for a breach of Section 69 (1) of the Liquor Act, should not be recorded against the premises in
Part Il of the Register of Licences. After hearing Mr R F Lyons, solicitor for the owners, and the licensing inspector,
(Sergeant B. Bamback), the P.M. decided that no record be made in Part Il of the Register of Licences.

VIEW LOOKING EAST C1939 (CQ OLD PHOTOS AND YARNS FACEBOOK PAGE, JULY 2015)
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OAK STREET VIEW LOOKING WEST C1939. COMMERCIAL HOTEL IS FIRST HOTEL IN VIEW ON RIGHT.

VIEW OF MCBRIDE’'S COMMERCIAL HOTEL SHOWING EASTERN SIDE VERANDAH C19309.
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POSTCARD C1939. COMMERCIAL HOTEL IS MID-VIEW WITH SHAKESPEARE HOTEL AT EASTERN END OF STREET.

THE LONGREACH LEADER, 17 DEC 1948

BARCALDINE PERSONAL

Carmel and Jean Carey arrived by plane on Monday and are staying with their grandmother (Mrs. Carey) at the
Commercial Hotel.

1949 WILLIAM JOHN THOMAS MCBRIDE, LICENSEE.

CENTRAL QUEENSLAND HERALD, 10 FEB 1949

One of Barcaldine's old landmarks has disappeared. In the early days all the hotels had water troughs in front of
their premises. These were gradually dispensed with, but one in front of the Commercial Hotel remained, until a
week ago. Although not many horses drank at the trough, it was extensively used as a seat for men during the
evenings.
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CENTRAL QUEENSLAND HERALD, 18 DEC 1952

The Fire Brigade received two calls. The first was when the hedge In front of the presbytery caught on fire. A
man who had been trimming the hedge was threatened by wasps and decided to burn out the nest. When he
placed the lighted torch in the hedge a lot of dead leaves caught alight and the fire got out of control. Slight
damage was caused to the fence. The second call came when another hedge at the rear of Mr C. Durston's
residence caught alight. Prompt action by the brigade prevented any damage to the many buildings at the rear
of the Commercial Hotel adjacent to the fire. It is thought that the fire started from sparks from a nearby
rubbish fire, which had been extinguished. Residents have been warned to be careful with rubbish fires and
not to leave them unattended.

CENTRAL QUEENSLAND HERALD, 17 NOV 1955.

After a break of many months without being called out to fires the Barcaldine Brigade received two calls but neither
caused much damage. The first call came when a fire was noticed, by neighbours to a residence In Oak Street. The
alarm was given early and with the aid of garden hose the blaze was brought under control before the brigade
arrived and very little damage was caused to the building. The second call came when a fire started in horse
stables at the rear of the Commercial Hotel. Once again the fire was noticed in the early stages and within a short
space of time the brigade was on the Job with both units and quickly had the fire in hand. The stables are occupied
by Mr J. Rafter, trainer, but at the time of the fire no horses were in the stables. Mr Rafter had horses with him in
the North and the remainder have been turned out for a spell.

1957 MCBRIDE’S SELL THE HOTEL TO BENEDETTO AND PALMIRA (BEN AND PAM) PELIZZARI.
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VIEW OF COMMERICAL HOTEL LOOKING EAST FROM GLOBE HOTEL CORNER, 1958 (D MCKENZIE IMAGE)

1963 MR BENEDETTO PELIZZARI, LICENSEE. MRS PALMIRE PELIZZARI (LICENSEE OF UNION HOTEL).

1964 MR COL BURRIE, LEASEE.

1964 - 1970 MR IAN BARRY WILLIAMS AND JILL ELIZABETH WILLIAMS, PROPRIETORS AND LICENSEES.

1970 MR KENNETH GILMOUR DIACK AND ELENA LUCIA (NEE PELIZZARI) DIACK, PROPRIETORS AND
LICENSEES.

1972 KEN AND ELENA DIACK,
LICENSEES.

LATE KEN DIACK AND ELENA
DIACK, LICENSEE, 1977/8 (S
BROUGHTON IMAGE).
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GERRY FOGARTY, CENTRE, IN MAIN BAR, 1977/8 (S BROUGHTON IMAGE) AND IN BILLIARD ROOM 1970S (G
CREAGH IMAGE).

GROUP OF MAIN ROADS EMPLOYEES INCLUDING GERRY FOGARTY AND TEACHERS DRINKING IN MAIN BAR,
1977/8 (S BROUGHTON IMAGE).
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1976 HOTEL OAK STREET VIEW (W SCOTT IMAGE).

1970S VIEW( W SCOTT IMAGE).

Page 24 of 27



1978 KEN AND ELENA DIACK SELL THE HOTEL AND LICENCE TO BOB AND JAN KELLY.
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2008 VIEW (S BROUGHTON IMAGE).

VIMERCIAL gge
HOTE]

2008 VIEW LOOKING TOWARDS THE GLOBE HOTEL (S BROUGHTON IMAGE).
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2013 SIDE VIEW (ABC OPEN IMAGE).
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2015 front street view.

2016 GERRY FOGARTY IS
OWNER AND LICENSEE OF
COMMERCIAL HOTEL.

COMPILED BY DR SHARON BROUGHTON 2017.
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