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BIG FIRE IN BARCALDINE.
The Hli-f:ted Western Section Again
Damage Estimated up | to £25,000. :

Commercial Hotel and Six Business Pramises _
Totally Dﬂtm_yed II

The western section of the business
eentre of Barcaldine In Oak-strget
woas agiin the scene of a disas*rous
fire early on last Sunday morning,
and so sudden and rapid was the
outbrenk and its progress that there
i mueh to be thankful for that the
eonflagration was pot attended with
tntalities. It was about 220 am
when the fire bell pealed oput (its
terrifying  alapm, pousing regidents
from their slumbers, The bell's
sonorousg Lone seeins to have a nerve-
shattering effect on one, and house-
bholdeps jump out of their beds as it
In o horrible nightmare, A huge fire
in Oak-street west was immediately
observed and this proved to be the
Commercial Hote]l, which by then
appeared (o be almost wholly In
fliimea.  Excited people commenced
to rush townwards from all over the
plauce, and socon Oak-street was
crowded. Mpr Sam Hoy was first .0
reach the fine station aftey the alarm
had been sounded, and he quickly
pulled -out the fire reel. Coustahle
Campbell soon afterwards came along,
and he and Mr. Hoy ran the reel to
Oak-stregt, where members of the
Fire Brigade had commenced to as-
semble, and they then took charge of
operations,

Mr. Bery Norgett, who was driver-
In-charge at the Power House on the

mmasnins aAf tha filra Assoarves o Ward

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article79726069



Western Champion and General Advertiser for the Central-Western Districts (Barcaldine, QId. : 1892 - 1922),

MI=LIlarEYTY me wiew r‘ll"-'ﬂr AAWVUDNT Wil LW
morning of the fire, deserves a word
of commendation for mnot only his
promptitude I8 turning on the tower
tank water into the mains, and set-
ting_ the pumps going, but for his
precence of mind in improvising &n
alnrm for enstern residents, M,
Norgett happened to walk outside to
see If the sump was full, when he
woticed the glare in Oak-street. No
messnge hnd up to then been 'phoned
to the power house. This Is explain-
ed by the fact that Mr. O'Connor did
wot ring up the telephone attendnant,
but went direct to he station. Mr.
Norgett then rushed in and, atually
before the firebell rang, he had the
tower tank on, the pumps going, had
rung up the Engineer, and by means
of hanging the steel uprights of the
water tower and calling out “Fire!™ he
erented esuch a pandemonium as
would awaken the dead. The bang-
ing of the tower could be heard all
aver the town and Mr. Norgety is to
be commended for his thoughtfulneas.
We have heard (nstances of the
soundest of sleepers, residing at some
distance from thLe power house, hav-
fne heen nwakened by this impromptv
alapm. Mr! E. HINl rushed to the
Power House to tender any assist-
ance If required, and the Engineer,
Mr. J. Terris, too, was quickly at his
poat where he remained until the firg
wng effectively checked. So far as
the Powe, House is concerned there
enn be no cause for compiaint. Every-
thing was kept going there tip-top,
and an excellent supply of water
mnintained throughout. During the
early morn Mr, R A. Parnell, Chair-
man of the Shire, visited the Powep
Hovwse to personally see how things
were going. Mr. Parnell felt annoyed
that the Power House had not been
notified of the fire by ’phone but now
knowing the actual eclircumgtances
the Chairman will understand tha“
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the Chairman will understand tha-
the telephone attendant could not
notify the Power House of something
of which he had not been notified
himse!f. However, Mr. Norgett saw
the fire himself and he acted with
most .rummmdnma promptitude,

There wns a nasty choppy wind,
but this fo, a while blew directly in
@ northerly direction, bvlowing the
finmes towards the pallway line. As
showing the grent heat, a couple of
parels in the rallway fence were
fgnited and burnt, while grass in the
rallway pemerve was nalso set alight,
and nlso the electriec light cable poles
lining the rnilwny fence, When
Plumb's ard McBride’'s were burning
the hent wns Intense. The wind
veered to a south-westerly direction,
and the flamea were driven furiously
townrds the western properties. Mr.
C. Heumiller's “White Rose Cafe”
and Messrs. C, B, Plumb & Co's
large drapery establishment were
soon raging furnaces, nothing at al
being saved from either of these
properties. As a matter of fact, Mr.
Tlumb did not arrive at the sceng of
the fire until his place had been
practically demolished; the alarms
had not awakened him, and the rest
of the family thinking Myr. Plumb
had alpeady gone, had rushed away
to the fire, leaving him asleep at
home. By this ﬂ-.tn:“ﬂhﬂ 'r‘
burning vigorously a en
Westwapdly, Mr. J. Catip's drapery
emporium had ecaught, and Measrs.
Wah, Sung & Co's (recently taken
over hy Mr. C. . Glasson) general
store soon followed in the sequence
of demolition. The flames were reach-
ingto & t height and the wind was
blowing towards the
At the moment t Plumb’s was
doomed there were hopes that the
fire might be stopped at the Lyrie
Pictures, and thus Mr. F, A,
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had changed again and the flames
were papidly driven across the Lyric
vl 10 Mclean's, both places sugcumb-
ing. When the roof of Mclean's fell
in the fire was practically ended, as
the blank corner (excepting for the
small tin humpy stanaing thereou),
on which the West End Hotgl had
once stood acted as a dead end. One
could not help: thinking how fortu-
nate the one responsible was in not
having re-bullt the West End Hotal
for this would assuredly have beeu
demulished on Sund«wy murning, ared
with the wind blowing @ It wns 1t s
probableg the Shakespeare would have
ignited. However, all's well that
oends well. The disaster was quite
serious enough. ‘A short while after-
wapds it was apparent the fire had
been checked ay; Colman's, and the
hundreds of spectators heayed a sigh
of relief that the fire was in hand.
It was really heart-pending to dee
the piles of debris lining the street.
The evesore of the West End corner
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The eyesore of the West End corner
has been bad enough for many
months, but now the sceneis a deso-
late gne In !hu extreme.

Mr. McLean, fortunately, had had
ample time to pemove the greater f
part of his stock and fittings, Even
| the mirrors, pictures, and llnulaum1
had been removed. A quantity of the
kitebon fit*inga and stock, however,
could not be removed and were des-
troyed, Mr. Mcl.ean's huge stacks of,
furniture, stock, &c., were piled in
the corner of the West End block, but
a great deal of if was subsequently
removed into the ceniye of the road
| as it was considered Jess likely o
catch alight there, and not be a source
of probable danger to the SBhake- '
speare. Mr. MciLcan suffered no lit- '
tle loss in breakages, xo., Whils a
| couple of hams and sevaral Loxes of
. chocolates (yalued at [2 a box),
were actually stolen, {t Is hardl to
| imagine anybody having the heart to
| piifep unde, such circumstances, Hr.l‘
McLean had the pathy of muny. !

Jt_was awfully stif luck !urhln being
were ‘

in the shop. WMr. Plumb's insurances
amount to £3900,

Mr. and Mrs. C. Heumliller are de-
corving of much sympathy in their,
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gorving of much sympathy in their
loss and misfortune, Only inourlast
jssug hnd we an apticle delnﬂhinll
the up-to-datednesa of Mr Heumil-
ler's “White Rose” Cafe, and so soon
has it been Ia'din ashes! Nothing at
all was saved from the premisps,
and althoueh the stock and fittings
were Insured fop £276, there will be &,
auhatantin] loss. It was n tip-top
refreshment room, if on the small
gide. and its demolition is a pubile

Ines  The shop was portion of the
commercial Hotel.

The loss sustained by the MrBride
tamily is very great. as practieally
evervthing was lost. Mr McBride
estimates his loge at £7070. The in-
suranceg were {1600 on'the bullding,
and {600 on the furnitupe, stork,
contents of billiard room, &c. The
Commercial has always been one Jf
our leading pho'es, and wWia yrn N
excellent lines, It wns well-known
throughout the Central-West. and
the family have long been nesoiated
with the town and distriet. Mr.
McBride and the other members of
the family will have the rincerest
svmpathy of all in their misfortune.
Many valued personal effects ware
o8t in the fire.

Mr. J. Catip's luck , is dead out
Coming so soon after nis Wext Fnd
loss Sunday morning’s disaster Is
jus¢ enough to knock all heart out of
him, Mr. Catip will undoubtedly be
a heavy losey on the present occa-
von, as nothing, beyond a cash ge-
rister and a few papers, was saved,
Mr. Catip, in faet, had not much time
lo spare in getting out of his pre-
misgas. It was ly Mr. J. Ivers
who roused Mr. Catip. who appeared
o he auite oblivious of the fire which
was rapldly overwhelming him. He
venrd some nolse going on, but
thought it was merely a row in the
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thought it was merely a row in the|

et o 1

Alf. Hannay. too, suffered a loss of
'about £1& in clothing, books, and a
valuable opal tie pin, Included In
Mr. McBride's losg were the whole of
the BC.R.C. and H.A.C.B, BSoclety
|{af which he wns secretary) books
'and documents., Mosgt of t house
books wepe lost,

Of course it ig not known how the
fire originated. Mr. McBride said he
was A very sound sleeper when he
)once went off, and parely woke dur-
ing the night. On §aturday night
he read in his room until about
12.80, then put out the light and

red., Some time later something
awakened him—he knows not what;
possibly it was a presentiment. He
then noticed a |‘|‘ll‘; t:lrougt;u g m;
eastern window and jumping 0
bed to investigate he looked through
the window and saw the ground
plate immediately underneath him
burning for a length of about twelve
teet in from the front footpath. He
quickly awakened Mr, T. O'Connor,
'who was in an adjoining room, and
' then dashed the contents of a water
jug ovey the flames, He then told
' Mr. O'Connor to rouse the inmates
and wins nn tha fira station. In-
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and vring up the fire station. In-
stead of ringing up, Mr. O'Connor
rushed Lound to the station and
gave the altrm to Mr. Hopkins, who
rang the bell, Mr. O'Connor then
raced back to the Commercial to
try and esave some of his effects but
it was too Iate. The fine buillding
was then beyond all hope of saving,
and Mr. O'Conner could not ap-
proach it to save anything; hence
he lost everything. The 1111 of
water which Mr. McBride threw
ovey the fire, apneared to him to
extinguish the outbreank, but the fire
wns spparently burning under the
puilding My, MecBride then rushed
downstairs to rouse his sisters and
other inmates, and to procure sOme
buckets and an extinguisher. Then he!

rempgmbered hig safe keys were in
the pocket of a pair of trousers in his

————C L

Location of Fire, Dec. 4th, 1921, 2.20 a.m,
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turned out seo unmercifully from the
beautiful new premises in which he
took such pride and in the fitting of
which he had laid out so much capl-
tal. The building was only recently
erecled by Mr. W. J. O’'Regan: actu-
ally only one month's rent had been

received. In our lssue of Nov, 26th
wa had a detailed account of thase
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we had a detajled account of these
up-to-date premises, which were
second tg none in the Central-West.
In view of the approaching festive
season My. McLean's losg will he sub-|
stantial. He had made special ar-
rangements for a big display, and in
the capacious Central Cafe, just laid
to ashes, he would have had amole
scope for an attractive show. The
building was insured Iin the Com-
mercial Union Company for £1000.

At the Lyrie Picturg Theatre there
'was but little saved, In the eaily
' stages of the fire, Mr. O'Regan acd
assistants had removed the plano,
‘and a few canvas chairs to safety.
while a quantity ;lt :I:II': (t:;no n?.:
| plete programmes
:ud. The whole of the machinery
and ~perating plant was totally des-
troyed. The bullding and mest of the
operating machinery was the pro-
perty of Mr. W. J. O'Regan, while the
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:t‘ &e., was saved Mr. Plum
stated he carrvieda big and In
addition to this he a Mirly
lapge amount of money in his safe,
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astimated his interests at £3000, and
the insurances amounted tp -
Mr. Catip, therefore, estimates his
loss at fully £1600,

i

Mr. C. E. Glasson, who only took
over the business of Mesarsa. Wah
Sung & Co, on Nov. 28th, indeed struck
bad luck. The business was gecupred
on a walk-in walk-out basis—a oash
sale—and only on the last three days
of the week preceding the Mr.
Glasson had landed about f{ worth

of negy goods; in fact, all
had not been opened up At
of the fire. Nothing was saved
yond a few papers, involces, coun
books, &c., and the loss
will be heavy. The total insurances
amount to £1100—£800 on the bullding
and £600 on 1he stoox,

Naturally the telephone wires in
the line of fire became much dlsnp-
ganisgd, and there were tangled
wires and cables all ove, the #irest.
Several of the large poles were badly
burnt—in fact, one or two were gom-
pletely burnt through and were pull-

s

- . Ml
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sepapating Wah Bung & Co's store
from Colman's and it was determined
to make a stand here to endeavo, to
to check the fire If possible, A hyd-
rang had been sunk in front of the
| Lyriec and hosing pun out, but the
heat was #0o terrific that  the
could mot work on Plumb's or Me-
Fride's; as a matte, of fact the hyd-
rant subsgquently couuld not be ap-
proached for removul owing to
heat, Another length of hose wan
then attached to that already in com-
mission and the scene of operations
transferred towards Colmaas . Here
Mr. Jones hnd 1300 feet of hoging In
commission and was atilising Coup
jets. ‘There was a length of hosing
running from the hydrant at Devery's
coyner, one from Fong Sang's, and a
length from Arh-street, the latter

e BN [T] . P P e Fi . — i i

%
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IeNgTn  [POM AFOD-STreel, TNe latier
feeding “Redwirgs,” the manual
pump. There wns ample water and
good pressure. The Engineer at the
Powep' House advised us thet a pres-
sure of G50lbs, was maintained
throushout,

Would it be possible tp block the
fire at Colman's butchery? All de-
pended on the wind; if the moderats

»rege then blowing maintained from
the south-west there was a chanee /
for the fire-fighters. But as a rule
the wind often changes to the north-
east ay sunrise, hence the most stre-
nuous exertions were made to con-
fine the fire to the western end of
Wnh Sung's store. The passage be-
tween it and the iron wa'l of Col-
man's wnat only eirht fert. Whila the
brigade with four hoseg were steadying
the flarnes sevepnl firemen and civil-
ians were on thg roof of Colman's and
A couple of hoses wepe carried there.
Conspicuous were Jack Ivers, Tom
Lenmnon, and Sam Walker; the men
literally carpied their lives in thelr
hands—th were hidaen now and
again hy the smoke. One man vigor.
ously plied his nxe ana cut away the
connectio® between . Wnh Sung's and
Colman's the debris falling away from
the passage, When Wah dung’c waa
catehing, . SBupk , Jones sent half-a-
dogen men for the pumping manual,
known as “Redwinga” This pump
was not used in the previcous fire, the
light hand reels heing substituted,
but on this occasion gvery appliancs
was in commission. “Redwings” was
econnected with the piug in Ash-
street known as Colman's, and 100
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fears that tha fire would extend 9

A but some anxisty was fell
about eastern block, FHappily
the wind had changed more northerly,
with the result that the grass at the
rA fence caught fire and even the
fence If In one panel As showa
ing the direction of the wind it e
noticenble that the fron on the
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heipers, and everything was carried
sut, even to & newspaper, and taken
to safety across the street.
we looked in there were portions of
gounters and shelving only. The stock
was later taken back, on Sunday
afternoon no one would have thought
anything had been removed save for
gepe here and there representing tins
of tobacco, &c., missing,. Mr. Park
etates that some of the goods Wwere

injured by being trodden on; ‘mm
had “pinched® a guines ‘champlon
grickey ball and a box of cigarettes,
while sundry tins :lf tmlu’lt:;
Ronery and fancy things are m
p-mhunm.lfork.ornknib
from cases. AMogethe, at a rough
salculation Mr.' Park suffered to the
utmtafmmlnlﬁ-m RO
During the height of e
h“drnn on the north side of Ash-
gtreet would have been In extreme
fBanger had the wind been a wes-
ferly one. As it was those portions of
buildings facing the fire became very
pot. The secpetary of the Oddfellows
says he went along to see If the
grass round the hall had ignited, and
faund he eould scarcely hold his hand

¢
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found he could scarcely hold his hand
against the iron walls. All the places,
5 O Mr. Colman’s
Both Mr. Catip’s and Mr. n
motor cars were removeditoa place of
safety; -also n few articles were re-
geued from the rear of the burnins
lnces and lodged in Ash-street, but
thu heat was s0 gra:t that the whole
jot could be placed on A dAray.
Mr. W. Fothergill informed our +¢-
tative that he econld
rning flouy and poliard frum hin

!

store.

Mre. Lamont has a strange Pre-
monition, She previous
fires, and on occaston

place (in 1896)," remarked Mr. Mea
cham. |

visttor to town that
fortn-mrm should be employed In

restoping the bufldings in the burnt-

area. It would cost bdut
O B nbep and 1o, aad would
materially refuce the rates of

N-T:‘f.;h ava extended into Mp W.
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two gather pompous look-
ing ohe asked the ather,
w*mgm;.h.mr1
“Oh, 1 expect are exoessers
in the fire; I heard the old man say
they would be up to-day.”
All business fiyms jeceived the)
first of their Christmas supplies to-

fire was somewhere in the main gtreet
In town, and it looked llke a huge
bush fire.

It is dificult to ecredit it, yet there
were townspeople who knew mnothing
of the firg until advised by milk-
men early next morning, :

The "Dailly Record” (RockBAampton)
on Tuesday states:—" must
have put the hoodoo on Oak-street,
Barcaldine. Every fire of glase thut
has occurred in the western township
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has occurred in the western township
'‘In yecent years has kicked off from
some hotel o, business premises In
thig thoroughfare. Satuiday night's
flare was a first division blaze. Thirty
thousand nds is a lot of m

to see go up in smoke on o1 nigh

even a much bigger toan n
Barcaldine, But they dre not easily
beéaten In the western country, and it
ig safe to gay that whether the Indian
sign I8 on Oak-street or not, it will
be rebuilt again next yeap or the
vear after.”

—

BUILDINGS DESTROYED.—

F. A. McLean’s * Central Cafe,” (W,
J. "ORegan owner).

Lyric Picture Theatre (W. J. O'-
' Regan owner).

'C., B, Plumb & Co., draperg and
 outfitters.
| €. Heumfller's “White Rose™ Cafe
‘ McBride's Commercial Hotel.

J. Catip's establishment.
| C B (gtlnun, eral Merchant
|tlato Wah Sung & Co.)

ESTIMATED LOSSES.—
C. Heumlller £000
F. A. McLean 1000
W. J. O'Regnn 1260
C. B. Plumb 50"
W. J. O'Regan (Lyric) "o
D. Stibbapds 499
Trustees McBride Fstate 7000
J. A. Catip (stock) 300
R Park (b 500
C. B Glasson (late Wabh
Bung & Co) 8000
Total . » 122,350
The insurances, totalling £11,9028,
on the destroyed were as
F. A. McLean—Morcantile Mutual
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)" 1400 on fimtures, gteek In trade,
on u
o floss machine, lnﬂr-'n‘ltmﬂl £100 on
mttm.. £250 on catering plant:
total insurances, :£760,

u. Heumfller~Northern Insurance
Co.,, £200 on fittings and fixtures; £76
‘u:n kitoh-n (losg aboug £600); total,

D. Stibbards—State Insurance Co.
—£100, dynamo (loss about £400),

W. J. O'Resan~Commercial Un-
jon—MelLean's shop, £1000: Pictures,

£600; total, £1600.
C. B. lebl:lm.—-nm on bufld-
. on ngsy fixtures, cash
W&e. with Northern Assur-
ance Company; £1300 on stock with
Northern Assurance Company: [1000
on. stock with Phoenix Gumnlnv-
total, 13900.
Jo?h A. Catip—£1500 on stock.
Catip estimated his loss ut
£1600.

R. Park (Catip's podh-).——tn
Lancashire Company,

Ronl Insupance (o, — Household
furniture, billjard table and room
fittings, £500; stock In trade, bulk
store, 1100; hntll premises, £1300;
bulﬂin. No. 2, £160; |Kkitchen, £40;
total £2100.

C. B Glasson—~New Zealand Co.—
Building £600, Queensland Co—B8tock
£600: total £1100.

el
= ——

Oak-gtreet west next morning pre-
sented a scene of desolation, such as
only a disastrous fire ean create. 'I'lu
long line of burnt debris wag all that
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BITBUETIMUNU ORVE Deen maage Ior
the re-erection of the Lyrig Pilcture
Theatre,

On Monday momning quite a number
of Kodakists were in evidence In
Dak-street taking “asnaps” of the
ruins. Master Alf. Figher took some
excellent views of the scene of deso-
Intion, and he had these on sale on
Bundny evening——pretty rt work, 1
We acknowledge with thanks aseries
for our gallery.

MESSACGES OF SYMPATHY—

The Chalirman of the Bhire Counecil
Mr. R. A. Parnell, has received the
following mesgages of sympathy:— i

From T. J. Hannay, Rockhamp-
ton: “Deeply sympathise with Council
and sufferers in their great loss”™ |

From Mr. J, A. J. Hunter, MHR.,
(Maranoa), Sydney: “Southern papers
report disastroug fire, heavy
your town. Please convey my regrets
for Joss to sufférers.” ,

From Mr. R. H. BEdkins, Bris-
bane: “Very gorry hear sad blow to
town, Kindly convey my sympathy
to sufferers.” .

From Hon, A, H. Parnell, Bris-
bane: “Please convey to the sufferers
by the disastrous f1ire my sincere
sympathy."

From Messre. Denhams Ltd, llock-
hampton:—"We very deaplvy regrat
hear disastrous fire your town, and
sympathise very keenly witn ul tvf-
ferers.” -

From Aramac Shire Council: “My
Council sympathise with r town
in the destruction of portion theresf
by disastrous fire on Sunday morn-
ing and with those who have suffer-
ed by the conflagration.”

From Clerk Longreach Shire Coun-
eil: “The Chalyman, acting on behalf
of this Council and the public gene-

wall . lhaae Aatenalal "Waa e aal whil
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O LB LWOunuil smmu e puvag geaws
rally has ‘nstructed me to ask yYou
o exten” (o the residenta of
Shire, ¢ .d more particularly the chief
sufferers, the greategt sympathy in
the loss and inconvenience occasion-
ed by the late fire”

A Roukhlmnuu'mlnmm "CI?:I!I Hlnn;
dny to a membep of pion
staff ns follob:::-"‘l’ have heard
about the fire in your city. That
block seems to he lke the northern
section n JLongreach, damned wun,
lneky. It is very bad luck fop Me-
Bride and the othergy who nave been
'hurnt out, especially at thig time of
| the year. It must also e a severe
hlow to the town, Btill. T feel sure,
knowing what fine citizsens they are,
that this section will rise up again
from the aghes, even though the old
West End ashes are still there,” The
writer conveys his sympathies with
the sufferers by the fire

Mr. W. D. Colman recelved the
following telegram from the manager
of the Primary Producers’ Agency,
Brisbane:—"Sopry to hear of fire,
Congratulations to raelf.”

Mr. D. BStibbards was the recip-
fent of seversl messageg of sympathy
Monday morning.

a8 yester-
day’'s paper of the big fire In Barcal-
dine. Please convey my sympathy to
nll who guffere?
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