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Dak-Street East Again Swept by Fire.

Disastrous Outbreak in Busineii Centre

WA A

Railway and Exchange Hotels and Parnell
& Sons’ Store Demolished.

Meacham & Leyland Heavy Losers.
J. 5. Jackson Again Suffers Total Loss.
Fire Brigade’s Exemplary Work in Saving

£12,000 to £15,000 Demages and Loss.
Wllf_l_l'_l_l.’llﬂ'!.

Last Tuesday morning, Oct, 29th, a disastrous fire
in Ouk-street Bast, sfarting in the recently erected kx-
Hotel, which was unoccupied, did damage esti-

mated at £15,000,
The Railway and Exchange Hotels, Parnells’ general

store, and Meacham & Leyland's furniture store were
totally desiroyed, while Mr, J, S, Jackson lost all his

stock in trade, fittings, &c.
The exemplary work of the Fire Brigade undoub: -
edly prevented the fire spieading to the Hoyal Hote,

and thus a good save was effected.
The origin of the fire is a mystery,
'T_mnu-#--
Once agaln hag the eastern portion porioug outbreak of fre,
gt the section of “"‘I gurred early last Tussdsy mornins,
mﬂhm‘.l otober 29th,  On November 3ed,
wanlan- sothraal of Gra whish o S PN S —
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m ipth, Un NOVVIRDET 0 mOTOMMA Wil UT DVID  O0%els, T
4987, this particular portion of the Rallway Fotel was soon ignited and
same ares was eagulfed by the Fire demolished; lHkewise Mepcham 8
Flend when the Rallway and Bx- Leviand's fullystocked furmiture
change Hotels, ocoupled respectively stors, on the east, and Parnell's |
by Messrs, H. Fuery snd W. general store on the west |
Moore, were lotally destroyed aand The total damage wronght is esti- |
much damage was done to the pre- mated nt betweem £15,000 and £16-
misea of Messrs, Mtacham & Lay-
Arthur Parnell & BSoms. -

ru:t.‘mmmmut 000, and once asain there s & nasty
“'_“I.-.,uum gap In our main business oenire.

morning, judging by the strong hold The fire s p catastrophe to the town,

"where about that hour that the fire | ibe continued drousht.

slso siarted, for ;i was about 3.46 The wurk of re-evecting the Hx-

a.m. when tho sirem sownded Mtv | (hange Hotel, which wss the old

dread warning and the two tWo- | Coromation Hotel, transporied from

storey hotels were them raging fur- | Rockbampton, had just beem com

paces. That is one outstanding fea- | plgted on the previous Saturday,

ture of Tuesday morning's fire—the | thy comtraclor for the work and his

vapidity of the conflagration, and the | men having taken their departure

bold ft had before amnybody was | for Rockhampton that day, Mr, C,

awiare of the fact L. Egoit had been emgaied o

In the 1927 fire the outhreak wnd | plumbing work during the previous

stopped ot Parnell's, on the west | day up WMl about 5 p.m., but he says

pide of the Rallway Hotel, and a! | be had no fire shout the place n
Mencham & Loyland's, on the ens- | comnectiom with his world and

tern gide of the Exchange Hotel, | gverything appeared quitd all risht

but on this oceaslon more disastrous | when he left. Comstably Chamber-

results unfortunately occurred, and | jain, who was on duty till about 1

it was only owing to thd almost . m. on the mornins of the five,
supershuman eofforts of the Fire Brl- pays he was in the vicinity of tha

gafla that a more serions demolition  pew hotel at about that hour and be

did not oeeur, | mnoticed nothing to cause any sus-

The fight of the Brigade at Par-' plelon of smouldering fire. The

pell's to prevent the Roval Hoto Inthmk. therefore, remains a mys-

igniting, will long be remembered tery. The new hotel had been swept

ty the hundreds of people who wit- out on the Monday, and thers was
nessed the determined and dogged no rubbish or serap timber lyins
efMortq of the Brigade. Happily thelr inbﬂm the premises. The Exchange

good work was mot fn vain, and onee | was o two-storey commodious bufld-

again they crowned themselves with | ing, the outer walls belng of fibro-

glory ag fire-fAghtery. lite, and it seems to be the hamnd of

The fire undouldedly slaried In | Fate that after so much delay In

the recently-erected Exchange Hot+l, | erection, and the numerous sadjourn-

gnd this appears to have burnt like | ments of the application for remewal |

matchwood, and notwithstanding a
laneway of about 10 feet botween,
and the supposedly Ard-resistine
fibrottta wally of hoth hotels, the

Tallwaw Watal was san lonlial and
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nf loense, &0., that the hﬂih:i

The buildings destroved tn Tues-
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The bulldings deatroved Iln Tues-
‘ny morning's fire were:

Arthur Parnell & BSoms, Gemeral
Merchants.

Railway Hotel.—H. Fuery

J. B. Jackeon, Halrdresser and |
Tobacconist, &¢, in Hallway Hotel
bullding . |

Exchange Hotel—(Unoccupled).

Meacham & Leylupd's Furniture
Btore. |

From what can be sathered, It ap-
pears Mr. I, Balderson, one of the |
Yiparderd cecupying an upstalra room
pt the Rallway Hotel, was among |
the firat, with Mr. B Fuery, to be |
nwikened by the fire, Mr Balder:
eon quickiy rafsed an alarm, and
then did his best tn gather a feow
of hig persona! belonginEs together.
In the meantime, My, ©, Waher

Hotel, bad been uwakened by the
calls of “Fire" aad also the big r*-
flgetion and be rushed down
und promptly  switched Ui
the sircn alarm slinated In
fropt  of Mesara. Mpnocham
& lLeyland's, Al  this time
the fire was a blg blase—the E=x-
change Holel was burning furiously
—anid very shortly afterwards tho
Rallway Hotel, too, was well alight.
My Fuery says he and others had
bardly time to get out, and he onmly
Lad tlme to grab a few Personal
rifects.

With thé sounding of the siren,
residents started ty pour into the
main street from all directlons, and
soon thers were peveral hundreds
watching the progress of the fire as
it sty its way boih ends, Meacham
& Layland's furniture astors was
econ alight, and efforts were then
madg to stem the fire from caiching
the main bullding, which was separ-
ated from the furniture stors by o
laneway, Many voluntesrs wele
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|-nlthl| throe-quarters of an hoar

ianeway. Many voluntears wele
available and fortunately, with a
vhange of thé wind, which had been
Llowing from a  south-sasterly
frection, the main shop was saved,
but not without a great fight on the
pert of employess of the firm and
others, in comjunction with the Bri-
gnds.

The Firg Brigade turned out
with commendalble prompiness whan
the alarm sounded but the meén
were faced with an Herculean task
owing ty the start the fire bad on
them, but never daunteéd they got
into thelr well-known stride and

they had the profress of the fro
checked.

My, H. J. P. Willams, Chief Of-
Dicor, was awakened by the sirem ot

ebout 3.46 a.m., and when he or-

was coubling up in Oakwirest, The
Exchange and Raflway Hotels were
well alight then, and a falily

fine two-storey bullding. Parnelle’
was o single-roofed old Iron build-
Ing and 5 lanewny of about 10ft.
réparated it from the Iron wall of
the masslve lwo-storey Royal Hotel.
Here was witnesséd one of the
greatest fNghts the Fire Brisade
Lan ever been called on to endure.
The heat was Intense, and it iy won-
derful how 1(he men stood to thel
puns in the moanner they did, It
was & very anxiouk time, but the
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;ru & very anxiouy tlnn-l. Im the
dogged tenacity of the experienced
voung fellows, who were borme up

1| by the orders and  assjst-
ange of their Chief cvenln-
i ally womn 1hrough, and am ax-
callent gave wne rffecied, Time
after time vicious fames lcked
rminnusly near the Royal, but an
tccanjonal sweéep of the hoses on

ite wall and eurtnin boards would
i auickly mquelch the flames =~ Hoses

wers played through the windows
cf the office portion of Parnells,
while at the rear of the premises
firemen and others werd having
n particularly strenuous time. How
the men siood up to thé Intensn
| hent nnd dense smoke was wonder
ful. and tn6 much pralse cannot
b glven them. Oger again  they
bad nchieved what anpeared to b
he tmposefhla. T wonld be quite
rnfatr to InMtvidunitas In  maeh e
rome‘aness far ot M4 The work of
Trofana,

During the work at Paroells,

Flreman All, Walker was over-
vome for & whilsa, but he soon ral-
bed and delerminedly re-entered
intg the fray. Fireman L, Vale and
D MgQuald also received pome
vasty burns, but they were not in-
capacitated from duty.
I The Morrly engine and Hale
pump, in charge of Fireman D.
Devery, agaln did excellent work
ond thy water supply was all that
could be desired. Wd are assured
that 2,000,000 gallong of waler were
pumped at the Power Houss dur |
ing the fire-fAghting operations, and
the pressure was high, as was ovl-
denced by the numerous leaks ap- |
verent In the hosing after the fire
had been checked.

As phowlng the tremendoug heat,
it may be stated that st one stage
ite Soods shed cought fire, but it Ia
thought that the outbrealt was
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thought that the outbreak was
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a capacious lounge, while
downatairs therd were four bed-
rooms, pantry, kitchem, large well-
rppointed diningdroom, bar, and
three private parlors. The whole
place had been well furnished and
linoleumed throughout by Mr.
Muery, who was just beginning to
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Miery, who was just beginming 1o
1e-gatablish himself in hisg business,
pnd whoe was looking forward to re-
couping some of tha big loss he sus-
tained in 1927, The bullding was
mostly bullt of celotex, with outer
walls of fibrolite. A ferling of somae
sacurity was naturally held by Mr.
Fuery, and now all his hopes bavno
heen shaitered Tha culsine and at-
tentfon given by Mr. Fuery was all
that eould be deaired, whilsa hie
feninl disposition, and axcellent re
freshments always dispensed, had
won him a popular elfentele, Mr.
Fuery had just landed fresh stocke
on the previous Saturday, and his
logs will be heavy. The insurance
tover of £804 on his furniture, stock
pnd fittings, cannot posalbly recoup
im, and he ta deserving of the
sympathy of all. He estimatey hle
tfock valug ut the time of the fire
at [800. Tn addition, he lost all his
versonal effecta. Aliogether *“Ted”
has been hardly hit, but we trost
ha will pick himeelf up and G the
future reap & Freater success And
mord encouragement fn 1ife than he

hnp experienced during the past twe

vears, Mr Tim Taery suffered a
Inen In the total destruetion of hia
fvalve A W. A, Radiola Wireleas
cutfit, which wunfortunately way not

iusured. This outfi was the young
lellow's chiel bhobby and delight
in his sad aMliction of eye trouble,
and it 1a n very unforiunste clrcums-
gtance, "Tim"” alsc loat practically
all bis versonal effects. A pathetla
incident wes the incinerstion of
Mr. Fuery's cage of caparies. These
were forgotten in the hurry of exit,
and the sweet little whistlers were
burnt.

Mr, J. 8., Jugkgon, who bhad ypes
uvstublisbed bhimsell fn a snug Httle
Lalrdressing and iwbacconist busi-
nosy In e Raliway Hotel building,
“iE Ulkbig v Bave anytbing, aod
Ly sudagied o Lotpl loss, Mr Jacks
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e suilgied u total loss. Mr Jack-

Bou bud w very well-appoloted sas
loon, and carried full stogks of to-

cut in the fire of 1927, We hear he
will be starting businesy agaln in
the near tulure. Mr. G. Andrews,
bookmaker, whoss office was In My,
Jackson's shop, also lost personal
fffocis, being unable to save any«
thing.

The destruction of Messrs, Aithur
Varnell & Bvns' general plvre re
moves one of the oldest lundmarks

doomed this time & was the moans.
of preveniing the spread of the fire
to the [urther western portion of
the section, Messrs. Parnell car-
ried vory heavy stocks, and the
slock Insurances ocanmot possibly
cover the ices sustained. In the big
firg of 1806 it was at Parpslls that
the outbreak was stopped, and sgain
iIn 1087 it was here that &
halt was called in the progress of
ihe fire, On this occasion the bulk
stord and other premises at the ress
ol the main store were saved. The
Ouk-gtreet building was packed with

i
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put
the Brigade—remained, and jt was
fratifying (o Mr. Parnell to find,
on opening his safe later In the
morning, that all the firm's books
and papers, &o., were guhe Intact
and undamaged. The inside of what
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“UFTY WpeO'RClS, And one could nob
belp lamenting the loas of such a
valusble sfock as was carried by
this firm, With the arvival of fresl
stocks, and tholid om hand iIn bull.
Mr, Parnell has recommenced busl-
fesy In temporary premises adjotn-
ing Messrs W, D. Colmai F Co

It Is noteworthy that the twe
petrol bowsers erecied In fromt of
Parnells were pructically undamag-
[ ]

Naturally, whem the fire was
threatening the Hoyal Hotel so viel-
ously, Mrs, A, Murnane bhad an
abxious tme, but beyond personsl
cffecla

i
3
I
F ]

In coursv of & chat My, Meacham
sald Mrs. Meacham called him sad
sald "“The sbop's on frel” and ae

emplylng his office of books and
vopers, which were conveyed to
safely by the firm's motor vehicles.
At thi§ time there was no chance
of saving anything in the furniture
department, ndjolning which were
double doors and a pasEARe Way
dlviding off the maln shop from ths
tuflding, which waa In a way fsolat-
ed, & lnrge yard spacd bain® in the
rear, on whieh, fortunataly, no tim-
ber wan stacked. Thy fire burnt
vigorounly and soom licked up the

valuable fornftare, of which thers:

© — e
Wiig i Labfu  BESVIGGERL,  LMCLLOLLE
Lis han-l,

P T T TMEE
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WG B LU MMV AR s sasegy
soplvum  guods, Just W band,
and lge chests, The Wire Brigade pul
w excellent work here and made
the utmost use of Lhe passage, Wiln
the resuit that the fre proceeded uo
iurther ln this direction. Mr. Mea-
cham estimates his logs ol betwesn
£1100 mnd £1200, and 1tbe total in-
gurancet on the fwrpliure, bullding
and stock was ooly £400 Io the Nor-
wich Unlon Fire Office, Emgland—
which did not eover lnvoice cost of
the lino, and other gooda Just Im-
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SECADS SOILG TAD YORIE RITOT DMAEU FOTIETIES s e smsmess my e
dine biossomed forth as a towa. shave, as the flames had actually
About 3.30 on the afterncon of Boxz- entered the store from (he south-
fng Day, 1894, a fire broke out Iv castern cormer, Meacham & Leyland
the Rallway Hotel, kept by theé Len- Lnd bed lmen and furniure des-
non Family, caused by a man throw- trayed, chisfly by smoke and water.
ing down » lighted match which And now, ms dctalled &t length,
caught & guantity of paper and rub- comea the Ereatest dtsnster of all
bsh undernesth the bullding, and in this block, by which two hotels,
a big fare-up wag the resuit. Most r store and lwo shops wera hnrh-
of the residents werd away at La o omt.  The Roynl Hotel undonht-
foon Creek at the time, taking par! sy pacaned destruction And to the
In the first Salvation Army pleunie petor walln Of thin masive wooden
but there were enough people in the _
s el gl kg tapesshl [ bullding being exsernally ==
ance arrived. In those dayve with trom.

o small msnval engive, but an oM | | [ ppgion & Co., Rockhampton,
Werlin firoman pamed Harry Grimm | | _.. 1.4 been inspecting the |
took charge of affairs, and althousd | ., ..co Hotel, only left Barcaldioe
be gave his orders In German, eVory | | 4, pockiikmpton on last Monday's
body appeared to understand them || .. . .0 mmm'
and obey them. Harry sat astride || , ., po0n rebubit to the order of the
the roof of Parmell's and prevented | | ;.0 .oy 1t had been intended to
the fire going west. As s further tarnish and put ¢ into commission
prvcaution a small shop adjoinin® 58 soon B pessible.

thd Roval Hotel was pulled down.

dastwardly the fire burned, asnap- |

Sre bilig sucessasfully staged by the | FOFRAITS stere siecd out In vivid
use of French garden sprays, whish w:mln;rmm-:
threw quite & force from a bucket t“'. ﬂ-m._.-
¢f water. In due time the ground reawept Intact.

was aZain built on, helng Oocupled  DUTIRE he Bre, and aBar, Bewst
by 1wo two-storey hotels and ghops. Davis and his men kept » waichful t
It was just at about 4 a.m. on thy 79 OVer everything, The wi
grd November, 1087, when a firg A8 everything was quite orderly,
broke out In the storeroom of the 8d be had no complaints of piifer-
Exchange Hotel, and 14 ond the Rafl- 96 &c. When passin#' through o
way Hotel adjoining, nnd M, J, 84 Exie leading from Pamnells’ to
#. Jacksom's shop wery destroved. the lané rumning between the Rall-
Parnells’ had a particularly close way Hotel and Farnells’ the Ser-
hawe sm the flames had nctually ©eant states a plece of the fibrolite
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at ths present A
is no douby tha iron is composed of
tough material all right. It com'd
et refdl hoi whhout any apparent de-
terloration, and most of the burnt
iron from Parnells will be usable
amin,

Mr., Fred Lawrence, our local
rhotographer, took gome excelleo
rhotographlc views of the fire, and

will hg Dleased to recelve ordera.

Pamples may be seen in Mr. ¥, P. |
O'Rellly's show windows, |

In the course of an wnterview,
Ar. H. J. P. Willinms Chiaf Offi-
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Mr. H. J. P. Willinms, Chief Ofi-
cor, says the fire on Tuesday morn-
ing was ibe hottest and Oercest the
Urlgnde bsd yut 1o conlund  with.
The heat was s0 grept thet ‘he
water was thrown back on the fre-
men liko spray. With a pressure of
Lolbe. behind it, it was some task
to stand up lo ft. Mr. Willlams wa®
nlwaya |n fear of the goods-shed
lgniting from the intemse beat, 1f
ruch a thing haprened he says the
brigade would have been In g vory
precarions position bstween the two
fires, TFortunately, guch an sventu~
ality 414 not oecur.

An unfortunate Incident happened
ot Meacham & Leyland's end when
teme volunteers were endeavoring
to run & hose out. The hoslng be-
camo locked nEninst a verandah
pont, and in endeavoring to chobD
down the poat the willing hand mia.
hit and almost chopped the hose in
talf. HWowever, ancther length wna
procured and heyond a few minu-

ten' delay nothing serious happened
from the acecident.

Ag on pievivus occaslops, (her?
were several geuerous-hearted peo-
ple who supplitd the Sremen with
welcomg relreshments during thelr
stienuous  fredighung  activitios,
among these being Mesdames C.
Fawkes, B, Mahopcy, and A, Mur-
rane, and Messts. Kuder Bros., and
others, The officers and members of
the Brigade appreciste very much
this thoushtfulness. Tha Brigade
pleo spPreciates the sisistance ren-
deéred by the numerous volunteera.

T i,

INSURANCOES . —

The insurances, so far as we havo
hmlhlitnugcmﬁll.'ll!t-—
Mogsrs. Arthur Parpell & BSons
—i{§i0 om bullling and £1840 on
stock and fNttings with the 1.0.A.
Company . :
J. B, m—-ﬂ"mﬂﬂ-h—|
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J. B, Mﬁmm
trade with the State Insurance Co.

; Brisbane;
Wright, Warwick, Biil Moore, Rose-
woodd; Jim Watts; R.E.8.I. League.

Myessrs, A, l'arnell & Sons recelv-
el messages torm 1he following: R-B.
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W, H. Rugd, ROCKOMDPWR; Mr, J.
M. Kerr, Rockhampton; Mr. ©. L.

Hardem, Brisbane; Mr. A, W,
Efhields, Bilackall; Mr. Gordon
Hughes, Blackall; Mr, P. Rasmus-
sin, HRoekhampwon: Mr, J. B

Jones, Clermont: The Ehell Co, ol
Australla Ltd., Rockhamplon:
Megsra, Mederaf's Lid., Rockhamp
tom; Messra. Walter Reld & O
Ltd., Rockhampion: Messrs, Thos,
Brown & Bons Ltd., Rockhampton:
Megsrs. Willlame Ltd.. Rockhamn
ton: The Shell Co. of Aunstralin
Ltd., Brisbane; Messrs. A, M
Wertzherg & Co, Tt4.. Brisbane:
Mesars. TFogeitt Jones Pty. 1ad.

At & mesting of memberg vl
“Loyal Barealdine” Lodge, M.U.,
i.0.0.F., held on Wednesdoy even-
ing, Octobgr 3J0th, relerence Was
vindg to the great loss sustained by
Bros. Parnpell in the fire on Tues:
dey morning, and a message of sym-
pathy with the firm was unani-
mously carried. In conveying the
reanlution 1the wsecretary wrote that
members hopsd like the Phoenix
Parnells' wonld slse from the ashes
maore Prosperoua tham over before,
sind that ihe "auld hoose” with ite
old nssocistiong would give place 'o
a modern bumilding worthy of such
#n important eontre as Barealdine.

Mr, H. J. Perut wires uas from
Handgate conveYing the family's
cympathies with the sufferors
through the revent fire.

Mr. 8. H. PFraser, Chalrman of
the Aramae Bhire Counecfl, sent a
wire of sympathy to Mr R. W

_ = = =

o abl, LR ML desdcaiuag  Sulbe

Counecll,

We cannot let the uguasion paus
witbour  complimenting the Chief
Ofjcer (Mr. H. J. P. Willlams)
the Deputy Chiel Officer (Mr. B.
\ftherj-mlnhﬂlnllhl'l.rnl
Brigade on thelr excellent work
on Tuesday morning, There la uo
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on Tuesday morning. There la uo
uummm“mr-ﬂn|
to fetl proud of the perscnoel of the
Hrignde, and In Mr., Willams we
Eave o Chief Offlcer who would be |
hard to replace. Wo irust that
nothing will happen to displace
tim from this position. He hos
everything necessary In the way of
qualifieation for the holding of
such a responsible position In case
¢f fire, and he has proved his worth
on aseveral occasions In reeent
years. His ocommanding voles,
initiative, and allcound general
ebility for the job eptities him to
full recognition as Chief Oficer,
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