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 :struction of Railway

Station at Barcaldine.

Disastrous Fire in Early Morning,
Fire Brlgade’s Good Worx.
Refreshment Rm lnd Goods Shed daved.

The tallway station bullding at
Barcaldipe was totally destroyed
by fire early last Suaday mora~
ing, June 15th, the alarm belng
soundeg st abogt 3.15, by which
time the buwiiding was burning
furioysly at thy westerp end. The
Fire Brigade waa promptly on the
scsne, but the fire had wuch a hold
that the Sremen hag littly chanecs
‘of dolng anything beyona prevent-

‘ing & spread of the Mamey to 1ha

refreshment room, on the eastern
'-l‘llllll goods shed., Both
these bufldings Were maved, nnd s0
‘far o the mefraiiieat Teem N
concerned— it 1 only about thirty

fest pway from the main offiot |

the DBrigade offected & good =&Ve.
Hag thy unfortunate neclident 10

the suction hose not -wl-l.'i
s pomible the Brigage might heve |

saved the office. m‘“
-sgotion plpe frcm  the hydmant
bumt, and It was necsmmary to at-
4ath the hoses to the hydmat and
work from the main givect, Until
‘this accident happensd there was
l“ﬂ.ﬂldﬂhﬂﬂl!
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a terriic pressure of weler, and N
was really not tog bad afterwards.
Chisf Omicer Willlame map out tWe
‘fongths of homng sttacking the
gre from both ends of the Soods
shag—ploft. In all. The heat was
terrife, and the Aremep Were com-.
gpalled to ytillse weot bags vover
Aheir hoads when attacking® the
fre from the front. Pertunately,
hé wind was favorable andg the
flames were blown mainly asway
from the goods shed, which is con-
neotdd by an arch to the mahlm
duliding. Heavy rafters of the arch
Agnited, but (he cresping fMames
was eventually oot in hand, Dut
not befors fhe main bullging had
h-m-uthhl;l-ﬂ
walls of the eastern section W~
maining. The contenis were pres-
tieally all destroyed, incluling the
telegraphic  Instrumients,  tele-
phones, ge., and & large number
of pareels,

The fire unjoubtedly started
the western end of the bduilding
in & small room at the rear of the
Wnﬂhla_-l-tlhr_
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—

ladies’ waiting room. In this room
" was stored a number of bags of
corn and chaft, and it i» thought

that spontaneous combustion was
the cause of the outbreak. ‘The |
ficoring boards of this room were

completely burnl, only the jolsta
remaining. This 10fm was atinched

to another room, In which Ihf.l’|

records were stored, and it Iy pre-
sumed that when the fire broke
thrgugh the partition, and
paper qocyments were Igniteq the
fire spread mapidly. The milway
stag was at the statlcnyp ton jate
hour on Baturdsy afterncom and
Constables Jensen and O'Connor
visiteq the station before going off
futy ot midnight the previows
night. Nothing in the way of Are
was noticed them. There are ne
~yplejous clreumstanced, and it
stems gnite probable 1hat  #pen.
*=rpam eqmbpstion waa the cause
of the fire.

A specia] tralp running from

Alpha to Longreach, manned by J.
E. Palmer (cngine driver), F. J.
Pelin (freman), sng Albert Brymm
{guard), was due tp arrive at about
the time the fire occurred. Tha
train crew had & Dbit of trguble
With the Westinghouse brake about
Six mileg Ifromx town and they
noticed the glare as soop a8 they
started again after effecting we- |
pairs.  As they npproschey the |
town they blow the whistle come=
Uinugusly. Quite a ic; of towns-
people Dheard this whingle, but just
thought It was & special train com.
Ing in in the wsual way. Mr Stanley
| Carey, ot the Commereisl HMotel,
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Carey, ot the Commercinl Hoeel,
however, was awakened and bhe
opticed the are and fmmediately
save thy alvrm from the slven
switeh in Oukibtrest. When the
siren screeched forth Hs  grean
slarm people focked towardy e
inu—mluuu—.n-u-
lh the outnide areas were sure it

fire belng loonted ap either the

Roya} Hotel, Moscham' & Layland's,
or Kuder's. However, thery wab
| some reljef when |1 was discoverad
 that it was on the othey side of
|

Ili line. Hyndreda of people were
iﬂn sssombleq in the vielnity of
| the fire, and It was not wery long
before the building wes demolish-
od. . -

The statiop ballding presented a
sorry sight when gaylight broke.
A number of bogks and records
bad been gathersy from the debris,
and although these were badly
burnt and waterdamaged the oifi-
clals saig they would be very use-
ful, a8 they wery mostly decipher-
able. The ticket ecabinet was
burnt beyond recogmition, while
the remalns of C.0.D. and other
parcals were strewn all over the
place, The contenty of (he safn
(including scme money) were In-
tacty, which was a great relier tn
Mr. Egam, Acting Station Master,
when ho opened it. As showing the

intense heat, the welghts on the
Scales on the verandah ang thy
brass handbell were melted up into
olid masses. The rePreshment
room, beyond belng charred om the

| western side, wos quite al] right.

The stock, of course, haa been re-
moved whily the statlon bullding
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moved whily the statlon bullding
wag burning. :

On Monday morning the offies
stafr took up ita quarters In the
goods shed, Telegraphle conner-
tlon was soon establishey roniy
and the lino was open almost Im.
mediataly. Business was carried
on a8 ubgsl under the best sonili-
tions possible Iy the unfortunais
clreumatances,

Particulars as to valye of par-
cels destroyeq, &c., arg not avall-
Sble, but until arrangements are
made for re-bullding business wiil
by conducted in the goods shey.

T

It ls hoped that the Deparimeni
will maw favorabily comalde,. the
matter of re.erecting th, a'ation
on the southern slde of ths ¥ne
fg hag been agitatey for for a num.
ber of years. Ip this eonneetion a

m Ay Sy —
public meeting, convensd by Lhe
CUhalrmman of the Bhire Councll, will

be held in the Shirg Hall on Mon-

day night next tp consider (Lo

matler of petitloning thy Cominjs-

gloner Lo selecy a wsile on the

sputhern side of the line for the

new station.
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