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DISASTROUS FIRE IN BARCALDINE.

Half the Main Street Almost Demolished.

MIRACULOUS ESCAPE OF WHOLE BLOCK. ) 7

e ———

DAMAGE ESTIMATED AT £17,000.

Ag the cleaner on the engine of a
ballast train, which camped here Mon-
day night, was hghtmg up at aboat
-g) a.m. on Tuoesday morning be
nnmd flames issuing in the vicinity
of Mr, Dias' store at the southern end
of the main street. He at once gave
the alarm, but before much assistance
could be obtained the flames had got a
firm hold, and at 3.45 Mr. Dias' was
well alight and Mr. Hawthorne's
saddler’'s shop catching. Meanwhile
the train alarm whistle, scour whistle,
and school bell had aroused the in-
habitants, and soon a very large crowd
had assembled and commenced drag-
f:ﬁwurmtnm, &c., out of the places
r down the street. There was
muoh specalation as to where the fire
was going to stop as no water supply
was available, ben the fire started
it was perfectly calm, with intermittent
northerly breezes, which fanned the
fire, which was spreading rapidly. Mr.
Kemp's fine two-storey hotel adjoining
Hawthorne's soon cavght, and was
demolished in about twenty minutes.
The fire burnt down the street towards
Deverv's. and Vesper's billiard room,
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Devery's, and Vesper's billiard room,
aud then the Carrier's Arma Hotel all
succumbed to the flames. Here the
EIIIIH veered, f;nned Bl:; a slight
reeze, ht ng's store,
adj inin:u;fr. Di::'guu the eastern
side, and quickly canght Mr. J.
Arthur's fine vewly-evected shops.
For some time it was thoaght that
Mr. Tomi’s shop was going to escape,
as the fire seemed to be burn-
ing down in the other direc
tion, but it subsequently caught,
and was soon in ashes. his was &
fine two-storey stove, chiefly drapery.
Mr. Tomi's loss was very severe
The flames then spread to Mr. R
Park, stationer and bookseller, and
Mrs. McLoughlin's fruit aud restaurant
shop, both of which places were soon
in ruins. The onlookers seemed
powerless to do anything on acconnt
of the scarcity of water and material.
‘s Hotel then canght, and the
fire spread to Mr. Ryan's tailor shop.
This was the end of the street, and the
flames somewhat abated there. Mean-
while the fire was spreading rapidly
towards the western end. It was
extremely bard to note both ends
burning at the same time. A bucket
htiTCh then soon got to work, and
grafted like Trojans, but it seemed as
if their efforts would be in vain. A
very large crowd, probably the whole
of the town, was now witnessing the
devasting fire. The middle of the road
was strewn with articles of all deseri
tions. The people were only half ql._s:
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tions. ine peopie were umi nair ciag,
many just escaping in their night
apparel.  After Arthur's shops had
been laid in ashes the fire caught Wah
Sung’s fine big stores, and this too
was soon reduced to ruins. While
Wah Sung's was barning there was a
regular fusilade of cmlm;, which
formed a part of the stock. While the
store was burning one or two people
monnted the vgrandah roof of the Com-
mercial Hotel to try and bring the
Couneil hose into play, bat the stream
produced was most useless, it being
only sufficient to about extinguish a
match. Buckets were then resorted
to, being filled from this hose. There
being & narrow passage between Wah
Sung’s and the Commercial Hétel
(ch%rida';) strenuous effortea were
made to break the progress of the fire
at Wah Sung's. For a time the
buckets and wet blankets on the hotel
baleony near Wah Sung’s beld their
own, but with a crash the wall nearest
the Commercial fell, and the flames
soon caught the fine two-storey hostel-
ry. Mr. C. B. Plumb's gentlemen’s
emporinm, under the roof of the
Commercial, was soon ablage, but he
had removed a large quantity of stock
and suffered little. It was really heart.
rending to see such a fine hotel being
80 r:Eh!elst !dutmyed. A very
large number o le soon got ropes
axes, and Eﬁ&mmd tub bn.lt
the progress of the fire again by pu
down F. Hudson's tailor's shop on the

other side of the Commercial Hotel.
This was aventnalle dona. the buildine
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This was eventunally done, the building
being drawn into the middle of the
street, which left n"gmd gap for the
fire to cross. Many thonght there was

no hope of stopping the fire, and fears
were expressed for the whole block.
This latter step of removing Hudson's
shop was really a last resource.

Men mounted the roof of Messrs. T.
E. O'Brien's and C. O'Byrne’s store,
on the eastern side of Hudson's, and
there was made a desperate stand.
Others on the ground were handiog
op buckets of water by means of
ladders, and so a contineal sloushing
of water was maintained. How a
cheer or two would have urged the
workers to ter endeavors ! Bat it
seemed as if the onlookers were wait-
li:? in dread anxiety to see if the

orts would be successful. All this
time the Commercial was being rapid]
demolished, the flames leaping hig
into the air. A fairly strong wind
fanned the fire, and it certainly looked
as if nothing would save the enmtire
block. When the whole roof fell in,
and the walls nearcst O'Brien's store
were burning, brave men, almost
touchoed by the flames, were sloushing
water on the latter , while on the
roof the men there kept up a deluge.
At the back of the store, too, a large
brigade was doing excellent work.
Every credit is due to these workers.
Eveotually the hotel collapsed amid
myriads of sparks. Then an exciting
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myriads or sparks. ‘I'hen an exciting
time was experienced in keeping the
flames back from O'Brien’s store. It
was a grand effort of perseverance,
The outbuildings were all ablaze, and
the heat was intense. The breeze had
died dowo, and after about a-quarter
of an hour's bard work it looked as if
the fire was beaten,
While the endeavors were being
mnde at O’Brien's store another con-
ot hd started demolishing Mr.
rivate residence, adjoining
tha Itttar shop, in the hope of making
another gap in case ()'Brien's store
lnmmbed, with the intention of saving
the West End Hotel. Happily the
fire showed sigus of abating and these
further measures were not required.

Things began to look serions for
;Im dtﬂlli:ﬁu in l:.h-l;:let, as h:l;a
re a to - i .
nrdlpp?s nnmha: hﬂptnﬁ sharp
look-out, and slowly the flames were
got under control. By 5 a.m. the fire
was completely mastered.

Some of the losers suffered severely,
Mr. Tomi perhaps being the heaviest.
He lost practically everything, had
little insurance, and estimates his loss
at £3000.

The total damage could be roughly |
estimated at from £15,000 to £20, |

lhn only escaped in the clothes
ltood in, so little time being given
tham to rise from their beds.

Several business people removed
large quantitios nf stock into the

¥_ L o_al F——T . - _® 1
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mrg
streets 1n both sections of the main

T T |

hfare, while residents in back
streets bad all their belongings re-
moved to safety, Along the school
!onu in Ash-street were articles of all
ptions—pianos,sewing mhtm.
rat hu-dn (cockatoos, canaries, &ec.),
wls, bngg'lu. hom bedding, and
other miscellaneous !urnuhmngl
mixed up in glorious confusion. The
various owners must have had & con-
tract ve-housing their belongings when
the fire abated.
The fire presented an awful s la
fromn the back streets. Spar
falling thick in the backyards nf mr
dences in Willow.street,

In all eighteen places were consnmed
as follows, starting from Willow-
street : —

Empty shop, owned by Mr, O.
Devery.

P. Ryan, tailor

0. Devery's Springsure Hotel

Mrs. McLoughlin, fruiterer, &o.

Rd. Park, bookseller and stationer

J. Tomi, drapery establishment (two

storey).

J. P. Vesper’s Carrier's Arms Hotel
and ldjmﬂ I:ullllrd room ; also
two-storey

W. Kemp's Wulunm Home Hotel
(two storey

H. A. Hawthorne, saddler

J [iaa storekeenar
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J. Dias, storekeeper
Fong Sang, storekeeper
Empty shop (J. Arthur's)
W. D. Colman, butcher
Wah Sung & Co., general merchants
C. B. Plumb, men’s outfitter
P. McBride's Commercial Hotel and
billiard room (two storey)
F. Hadson, tailor (shop pulled down
and damages to W.( O'EDI;U]'I pri‘l’lll
residence.

O'Brien & Co.'s store was damaged
considerably by water.

One house so far away as Fir-street
caught alight from sparks, but
fortunately it was extinguished in
time before getting a hold,

As dawn began to break the scene
was one of desolation, The middle of
the street was strewn with articles of
all descriptions and furnitare, papers
and docoments flying about i all
directions, and utter chaos. The

scene was depressing to look upon.
What the previous night was a fine
line of business places and hotels was
one heap of ashes and debris. The
newly-erected telephone posts were
smouldering and broken wires were
swinging about.

It was really heartrending to stand
and witness such wanton destraction
with no fire brigade, and little other
means, of checking the destroying
evil. It is the first disastrons fire
since 1806, and surely some steps
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singce IBVL, And Eurely some swps
should be taken in future to prevent a
recurrence.

Daring the main part of Tuesday
morning people were busily anq:pd
carting away any articles or belong-
ings which were thrown into the
streets.

Shopkeepers who shifted practically
lhirofr::ae stock into the streets and
suffer tly by damage from water,
rough mling, &c., have been busy
replacing their goods, while those
whose buildings were demolished have
been able to occupy temporary pre-
mises.

There seems to be no doubt about
the fire starting in Dias’ store, and
Mr, Dias suffers to the extent of £1000,
The majority of the sufferers lost

tically everything. Messre. Park,
very, Vesper, and McBride were
hewvy losers. Mr. C. B. Plumb’s
loss was more than previonsly esti-
mated as he had lately got in a big
stock of gentlemen’s apparel—hats,
boots, &c. Being a young man just
starting business much sympathy was
felt for him. Mr. Tomi is perbape the
greatest loser. He says be is practically
ruined, Mys. McLoughlin, who had just
got in a fresh stock of syrups, &e., for
the summer lost everything, including
acrating plant, which was uninsured.

The main street was in an awful
mess on Tuesday afternoon. The
debris was still smouldering, and
many were pouring water on the
timber to prevent any farther chance
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timber to prevent any farther chance
of it breaking out again.

Sergeant J. Q'Bulli;ln states that
everything while the fire was ragin
mrlu orderly as possible, and he lmﬁ
received no complaints of any pilfering
80 far, which speaks well for the town

ly. e have since learned,

owever, of many cases of theft, prac.

tically the whole of Mr. Devery's bulk
stock being stolen.

Mr. Elliott, in charge of the tele
phone installation, states that there
was not much damage done to the
installing, a couple of poles only get-
ting somewhat charred.

An unfortunate dog which was
chained up at Wah Sung's was roasted
to death, tin cres being most pitiful,
Several attempted to free it, but could
not break the chain.

How the fire started is a mystery,
and the occupants of Messrs. Kemp's
and Vesper's just had time to ged out
of their rooms before the flames from
Mr. Dias' spread, The fire had & real

ood hold before the people had
ann properly apprised.

A man vamed Mr. W. Wilson, a

inter, was instrumental in awaken.
ing & great many.  Doubtless bat for
his prompt action some of the oceu.

pants of the hotels would have been
asphyxinted,

Gireat praise is due to Messrs. C,
Jones, Mallory, Muleahy, Vale, N,
Bradford, Clarke, Pearce, R. Shaw,

e
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ILTmuIvIG,; Vininer, L vmive, Iv. Junw
Dickson, Meacham, and man mur;
for the gallant and detcrmimj stand
made at Messrs. O'Brien's shop, which
undoutedly saved the block, and v
probably the whole of the main st

It seems strange that Kemp's Hall,
almost adjoining the hotel outhousca,
was left standing untouched.

At one time some fears were ex-
pressed for the Q. N. Bank, but for.
tunately these were subsequently
dispelled.

The following is a list of the insare
ances and losses sustained by the suf-
ferers . —

Wah Sung & Co., £260 on building
in the New Zealand Insurance Co.
Stock univsured. Estimated logs—
£1500,

Johu Tomi, £420 on building in
New Zealand Insurance Co. Estimated
| loss—£3000, Mr, Tomi earried an
extensive stock of drapery and boots,
and informs us that the insurance will
bardly cover his stock of boots and
shoes alone. Nothing was saved, ex-
cept his buggy, and we hear that his
books, which were in the safe, are
illegible throngh the excessive heat.
Mr. Tomi's very valuable gold watch
and chain were also lost.

J. Arthur's three shops, includi
W. D. Colman’s butcher's shop
Fong Sang’s store, were insured for
£35% in the New Zealand Insurance
Co. Estimated loss—&£550,

P. McBride's Commercial Hotel,

BANNA Q. Y
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& Jﬁ:uunluw- vvmiuurvinl | nowel,
£1000 insurance in Royal Insurance
Co. Estimated loss—£3000,

Mr. W. McBride estimates the
damage done to his building and stock
by water, &c., at £280. Ho is insured
in the Royal. It was at this shop
where the fire was stopped—mar-
vellously in the opinion of many—and
we are informed there was over six
inches of water on the floor next day
inside the shop. The building eaught
several times, acd it was only by
almost superbuman exertions men~
tioned previously that the ignitions
were extingnished.

H. A. Hawthorne, stock insared in
South British Insurance Com for
£100, Estimated loss, £258- The
building, part of Welcome Home
Hotel, is the property of Mrs, I, Mcln-

tosh, Rockhampton, and is probably
iLsured,

W. Kemp, £350 insurance on furni-
tuge and fittings in Sun Co. Estimated
loss—&£500. Bailding owned by Mre.
Mclntosh, and was insured for £850
in the Colonial Mutual Insurance Co,

C. B. Plamb, £250 insurance on
stock. KEstimated loss—#£175. Pre-
mises part of Commercial Hotel. Mr.
Plumb’s insurance is with the Lau-
cashire Company.

Mrs. McLoughlin’s furniture was
insured for £100. She mauaged to
save hor piano, however, but the
aerating plavt (#hich was uninsured)
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BETATIDG PIALT ( ANICN WAS Uninsared)
and some 40 lots syraps were all lost,
Mrs. McLoughlin was just beginning
to get together a comfortable little
business and this is a cruel blow to
her. Estimated loss—£200.

Mr. W. O'Regan estimates the
damage to his residence by axes, &wv.,
at £40.

P. Ryan, loss £30. Btock and fit-
tings only. No insurance. Shop the
property of U. Devery.

J. Dis, insured £150 on buildings
in New Zealand Iusarance Co. and
£600 ou stock in the Commercial
Union Iusurance Company.  Esti-
mated loss—£ 1000,

0. Devery, insurance on bnildina
and turniture and fittings £000 in ¢
Royal lusurance Co,  Estimated loss
— £2000,

J. 1. Vesper, insured for £1200, one
paliey in National Insurance Co. and
one n the South British Co. Mr,
Vesper estimatea his loss at between
£2800 and £3000, Miss M. Vesper
lost a valuable lot of jewellery, musie
and clothing.

R. Park, stock and buildings in-
suved for £500 in the Lancashire In-
surance Co. Mr. Park had an exten-
sive stock, and suffers to the extent of
£400,

W. D Colman fittings, &c., unin-
sured. Loss—about £40,

Messrs. O'Byrne, Catip and others
who had removed stock into the
middle of the street for safety must

‘---.. -n‘.n—ll M--—:.‘.n—u- ll. ..ﬂ..ll
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have suffered considerable loss and
damage, while Mr. Hudson'’s tailor's
shop was piled up in the middle of
the street. It was remarkable how
quickly this shop was pulled down.

Mr. J. H. Vesper suffered to the
extent of about £30 worth of
urpenhr'a tools, and £30 in cash
which he had placed under his
mattress and forgot.

We hear Mr, R. Park, who has
taken temporary premises next Mr,
T. A. Graham's chemist lh?. has
already made arrangements for the
erection of a shop. Mr. Park carried
an immense stock, and saving little,
his loss is severe,

Mr. H. A, Hawthorne, who suffers
to a great extent, having just receutly
got in a new stock of saddlers
raqninilc!. &c., has lost no time in
making arrangements for a fresh start.
Mr. Hawthorne left by Tuesday's raail
for Brisbane to seclect a new stock.
He states he will be back in a week
with a first-class assortment. Mr.
Hawthorne saved unothing but his
books.

Mrs. McLoughlin has taken tompo-
rary premises in Beech-street, next to
West Eud Hotel, while Mr. C. B,
Plumb may be found next to Mr. R,
F. Lyouns’ office.

We hear Wah Sung & Co, are mak-
ing arrangements for the erection of
Bew premises.

The manager of Messrs. Wah Sang
and Co. upon beiug interviewed, states
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and Co. upon being iuterviewed, states
his firm lost heavily, because the heavy
stocks carried were uninsured. The
firm would be unable to build substan-
tial premises at present, but

moving a building at Ilfracombe, at
onc time occupied by Lum Gee. The
firm would n'rcntu.l!lj build over the
improvised store,

Mr. W. J P. Chambers, whose villa
residence ocenpies an allotment at the
rear of the Commercial Hotel, made
every provision possible againet the
incursion of the fire fiend. He had
conveyed all valnable documents, and
wearing apparcl to the School of Arts,
and thoroughly saturated the grass and

en surrounding the premises.
me hesian blinds he placed at the
rear of the kitchén, and kept them
saturated. As the fire approached the
hotel the heat was intense; hage flakes
of fire fell all over the place, and some
stables only 10 feet away caught, but
wary (!‘PH soon extinguished the in-
cipient fire. Happily the firo died down
and all danger was at an end.
Mr. W, Wilson has the general credit
of being the first to observe the fire.
He at Kemp's Hotel and saf-
fers from asthma. He occupied the
room, almost over where the fire
rred, and he woke up thinking he
choking and called for assistance.
e quickly observed Dias' store was

burning and rushed along the balcony

arousing everyone. his prom
action probably prevented loss of life,
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action probably prevented loss of life,
not only at Kemp's but Vesper's.

A boarder at Vesper's barst
the | room as thohmﬁ
§ round it, and of the twenty
or 8o ports. stored there he only man-
qulinunm—ndﬂmhunwn

Mr Jas. Arthur informs us he is re-
building so soon as insurances are ad-
justed. He has partially made a con-
Mhtthnudlﬂc ty in procuring
timber.

Mr. Frank Hall the well known
shearer, was aroused when the flames
were well into the carbide room at Ves-
per’s, where his “ Triamph’ was res-
caed by a few seconds before the
generator exploded, also three gallons

of petrol.
A boarder at Vesper's sleeping in &
mm mth a mate, ing great

of mind, out the water
]Iggmd & water bottle, and left behind
which was entrusted to him for |
safe keeping. Another man was run-
ning about and saying, “ Whatever
ou do knp cool.” “Yes,” said &
“ you appear to be keeping
cool—whére's your pnntu P
Early in the morniug, just at sunrise,
Mr. Kemp's cockatoo was Wlnd u
the back fence, whuthnﬁ 'l"bml
Luck About the House.

Mr. James, who on the m of
the fire, was residing at Inrninam-

suburb of South mem. states ho
awoke suddenly at about 3.30 on Tues-

day morving, with a strange premoui-
im{l of somethine being wrone Ha
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tion of something being wrong. He
fut up and walk mn: the premises

he could smell five ; but all
was quiet, and he again tried to rest
but could not again go to sleep, still
having a peculiar uneasy feeling. A
strange coincidence.

Messrs, Noble and Short, fire loss
adjusters, of Brisbaune, arrived by
Thursday night's train to adjust
insurances u | the contents, and
uron some of the buildings
(where the policies cover buildings and
contents), on behalf of the Associated
Insurance Companies. Mr. John
Storie, builder and architect, has left
Brisbane to adjudicate u several
build covered by building policies
only, which will not be touched by
Messrs, Noble and Short.

The fire created considerable con-
sternation all along the railway line,

and much sympathy was ex ou
all sides !nr,tbep.n?onn, wing to a
break in the line only a few-line mes-
sages appeared in the Brisbaune even-
ing papers, and it was not until Bun-
daberg was reached by travellers by
the const mail that the seriousness of
the con tion was made t.
T?;Imﬁd aily Il;: tl:l:'lnll a fairly full
telegraphed report e catastrophe.
Farther details were supplied
travellers from Barcaldine, who
that town by Tuesday’'s mail, when
traine met nt Mt Larcom, and at
Gladstone the Bulletin, containing the
excellent rlrort telegraphed by Mr. W.
D. James, of this office, was available,
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D. James, of this office, was available,

Mr. C. Clarson, head teacher placed
the State Bchool at the disposal of

w .hd:i;:nufrun home, and several
ilding as a camping place.
Mr. H. J. Peut reports that he saw
the glare of the conflagration from
Elton, 25 miles from Barcaldine.

Mr. Hnwthbrno,itmrﬁporhd,h.d
a rather narrow escape. unnn.Td
to seizse some of his and on his
way out of the door & mew racing

that the blankets could be avai
the fire unhappily extend to the West
End Hotel.

In Ash-street the residents at the
rear of the burning block had removed
their goods and chattels.

All those desirous of becoming mem-
bers of a volunteer fire brigade are re-

uested to enrol themselves on or be-
Tuesday, 24th inst., at the Shire
offices.
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The following plas will show the
extent of the damuge, the fire area
being marked with a black line :—

w  WILLOW STREET. ..

P. RYAN
[TatLor's Suor]

DEVERY'S HOTEL

Mgrs. McLOUGHLIN
| RergesH. Rooms |

R. PARK
[(NywsaouNT)

J. TOMI
[DRAPERY STORE

CARRIER'S ARMS
(J.P. Vesren)

WELCOME HOME
(W, Kenr]

H. HAWTHO
[BapDLER

J. DIAS
| Sronk]

FONG SBANG
(STore)

NI OD—L 8 @8 A

r
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NEW SHOP

W. D. COLMAN
[Burcues's Snor ]

'l‘l’l-l_i

WAH SUNG
| |STORE |

C. B. PLUMB
[Mzx's EMrorivnM]

1 33T L8 — XV

| COMMERCIAL
HOTEL.

HUDSON'S SHOP
L Remo

ved)

O'BRIEN & CO'S
[Saved)

i1 8 VIA—AVMAMTIVEHE

O'BYRNE & CO's

Private Residgnoe

Burcuer's SBmor

J. CaTiv's Suor

{ C, Rencsn

WEST END HOTEL.

Beooch Street.

Suaxsreare Horey Al
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Suaxsreare Horey | l \l

S

The following telegrams bave been
received at this office :—

From Rev. F. Hulton-Sams, Ara-
mae : —* Terribly sorry to hear of fire,
Please use my bedroom for any home-
less person.”

From Mr. C. J. James, Rosedale,
North Coast Rnéln :"' Ei;loully
regret to hear at Bu disas
trous fire. Kindly extend on my behalf

to all sufferers dupm sympathy.”

!'rum Mr. W. B Onhs
L Wodnmy t— Just heas
disastrous fire. express my
sympathy with all.”

From Messrs. Bpooner, Hooper &
Co.,, Longreach (letter) o Just a
ltmﬁouhld to you the very sincere

pathy of all Buuldiulhl in
oitye!tha three B's in the sad
calamity which has befallen the town
of which we have many pleasant
memories, We trust that the character-
istic and “Stamina of your resi-
dents will tide them over difficul-
and that the devastated
of the town will soon be re-built.” |
m Mr. g'imdﬂput H.Ia.lul,l Mt.
— '-. ! , h
sufferers by terrible dl-:c Pt.ut your
beaatiful town.”

From the Stevens ‘
(IP‘- Tharaday) :

=
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(ll"‘-
e XX
mﬂhﬂlhhﬂd the

H W. J. P, Chambers (who is act-
lnl'lr.

in

hu hlloﬂlguh'n-
from Mr :--" regret
to hear of every-
;I:l? pu.thhiw on my be-
IHBM.‘PHE ni wire !nuh:
r'r:y t:':il uln&'l by the fire;
friends in New South Wales.

Mr. R. J. McCal received the
ing wire from Mr. J. Rothwell,

Brisbane : — Binnlnl qlupltblu
with Inl-nu from lu!

'l‘ho !ouom

have E:
man ol the Bltn Onucil 1

From Longreach Shire :—* Please

| From the Bhehlllqor (Hr.Io-
ight) :—* Aldermen towns-
d-inhmwthduy-pﬁy
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Lt Ls HBIv; mLaa _I'“- I“I’

good self offer our sympathy to the

!
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