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Seris of Fires in Barcaldine

A NERVE-RACKING WEEK. -
SPEOCIAL CONSTABLES AND VIGILANCE COMMITTEE
APPOINTED.

It wng a etronge colncidence that
within about three hours of the
twelfth-month annjversary of the
previoug blg fire in Barcaldine, when|
the West End block was gutted, ma-1
town was threatened with another
flary catastrophy lagt Tuesday night.
Had the wind not been so favorably '
positioned, it ls difficult to gay where!
the fire would have stopped and what
gxtent of damage might have been
wrought. As it turmmed oul, however,
the wind—a great factor on thig oc-
oasion—wag fnvomble. there was
ample witer supply, the Brigade was
excellent, and there WiAis A VoSt army
of volunteerg who rendered yeomen
gervice, |
It wag at about 9,15 pm, that Mr.
Jumes Meacham first noticed the fire
in the firm's timber rack nearly ad-
joining his resjdance. A peculjar
roaring noige firgt attracted Mr, Mea-
cham'g notice, and on looking across
he was shocked to see a fire about
midway in the rack. Mr, Meacham
#mmediately rughed down and reang
the shop bell, procured some hand
extinguisherg, and endeavored 1o
squaloh the flames but without suc-
COps,
In the meantime. the ginging of
Meacham & Leyland'g bell. and suh-[
sequently a few tolla on the firebell |
had given the alamm and peoples were
hurrving to the scene from all direc-
tloms, The fire spread with great
rapidity. The Fire Brigade was
auickly on the gpot, and Supt. Lloyd-
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uickly on the gpot, and Supt Lioyd-
had three lengths of hosing out
ready walting for wuter, Aas usual,
owing to the necesgity for manipula-
tion of go many wvalves by the turn-
oooks, this was not avajflable for
gevern] minutes, When (it did eventu-
ally arritve there wnas ample and
plenty of pregsure for the four jets in
aee.
At the outset Mr. Joneg had his
work cut out, as he had three danger
positionsg to watch—Mr, Meachagn's
private realdepce and tha ‘"Western
Champion” buildinga on either side,
and the majn street at the rear, Four
hundred feet (two lengthe of 2001t)
of hosing were run out from Ash-
street, and two lengthg of 250t and
2001t reapectivaly from Onk-gtreet,
and these were goon in action doing
anmrellent work,

Just when thg timber rack wag
Poning at itg height, the wind veered,
and the figmes, with their accom-
panying terrific heal were hlown clean
over and townrdg the “Champion™

|dirurs. Hers, some months ago,

lamge open emergency tankg had
peen jnstalled in handy positions in
the grounds, with half-a-dozen petrol
#in buckets, These tanks were al-
ways kept full and on Tuesday night.
with the nssistance of the numeérous
lnrge shade trees in the grounds
which acted ns an effective break, ft
can he safely sald that they not only
paved the “Champlon” buildings, hut
were mast useful In squelching inci-
niant nuthreaka at the rear of the




wWare INOST WSETUL I Seusissriegs  smra-
outhrenke at the rear of the
m-y Hotel, Mesgrs, Fred and
Frank James were quickly on the
soene, and had the buckets in readi.
nemg for eventualities With the as-
glgtance of several willing workers a
strenuoug and anxious time was
nced, By meang of the buc-
kets and the ample water avallable
the whole of the wallg qf the “Cham-
plon” property were kept saturated,
and thus ignition was averted At
times the heat was terrificc and the
wallg dried almost as quickly as the
water was put on; the large Currajong
trea trunks were all scorched hrown,
and were so hot that one could not
touch them, It was generally consider-
ed that the property had not a hope,
put the bucket brigade gtuck to [t like
Trojans until the wind changed to
the north-gouth and relieveq the ten-
sion somewhat, 8till, a very close
watch had to bhe maintained until
danger was past, Inaide the “Cham-
plon” bulldings the manager and many
very willing and enargetic helpers hal
been vigorgusly removing everything
of importance fram the husinesy and
editorial sanctums. To al] these aa-
gistants we are extremely grateful,
and their services will not be for.
gotten, All plant, stock. &c,, was left
to the mercy of the gods.

The veering of the flames [n the
direction of the “Champion” office
naturally eaged the danger to Mr.
Meacham's residence. which the Bri-
gade had been watching, So great
was the heat that the windows were
broken, wallg singed and a Venetjan
blind on the verandah actually igni-
ted, but was extinguished. Mopst of
the furniture and effecta had been

ptly removed from the dwelling
which wns just as much in danger of
demolition as the “Champion” offices,
Happily, however, the residence did
not ignite,

The Brigade concentrated fts full
forces on the fire proper, endeavor-
ing to confine the outbreak to the
timher rack area and at the game time
mmunx the fire spreading to the

lwuy nnd Exchang. Hotels, in the
main street. Tn this work the Brigade
wag greatly asglgied by many bucket
wislders, and they wmdoubtedly did
effgetive work, It was a fearfully
gtrenuoug fight however, and too much
pralge cannot be bestowed upon all




PR R ey T e W Wem § REEERE mes e mEw wm

pralge cannot be hestowed upon all
the membereg of the Brigade—it would
he unjust to individualise—ang the
many volunteesr workers,

Tha flaimeg were eventually beaten
pack to a safe pogition, and h{rm_n
pm, the fire wag in hand -
Lennon's aernted water faotory, all
the Raflway Hotel horse gtalls, a
large quantity of heavy yarding and
fencing ana wundry hotel outhouges
in additjon 1o the extemalve tfmber
rack (which was completely mted)
had been demplished, and the geeno|

About 11 pm denge volumes .nl.'

matarial jn galvanjged Iiron cases)
amanated from the pile of debris, al-
most choking everybody. One Bri-
gade member remarked that it re-
minded him of a gmoke screen on the
wegtern front,

By 11,30 pm only theg smouldering
embers remajned, BSupt. Jones de-
tailed four men tp play the hoses on
the debris all night.

No doubt an excellent gave had
been effected, A digastroug calamity
could easgily have occurred in this par-
ticular portion of the town had the
wind begn blowing in the other direc-
tion, :

Messrs. Meacham & Leyland's loss
ir vary heavy, amounting probably to
[3000, A very large quantity of tim-
ber wng stacked in the racks and the
fact that there was not a penny in-
surance on the whole bullding and
contents makes the loss morg lament-
abla. We are gure the firm has the
sympathy of everybody in their great
loss,

About (20 will cover the damage
dome to Mr. J, Meacham's residence
and £10 the “Champfon” Buildings—
mostly broken windows, singeing, sal.
vage, &c,

Mrg. Lennon's horse feed room and
harness were ocovered to the extent
of {60 with the South Britigh Co.

Mr, J. Lennon - saved nothing from
his factory, and his Yogs ls estimated
at (360, There was no ingurance
COVET.

Al one time there was some anxlety
about the boiler at the aerated waters
factory exploding, but Inspector F, C,




factory exploding, but Inspector ¥, C,
Parker gave certaln (nstructiona
Supt, Jonea, and although there wasg
a full head of steam generated the
safety wvalve continued blowing-off
until all the steam was exhausted,

Mr. F. A. McLean (whp Ilately
opened buginegs in Oak-street) dild na
very thoughtful action in gpupplying
tem and sandwiches to the firemen
ang other workers, It goes without
saving that thig wng very much ap-
preciated by all who partogk of Mr.
McLean's generosity,

The origin of the fire at first was
a mystery, but later eventg tend to
ghow that the outbreak was very pro-
bably one of a serieg not caused ac-
cildentally,

'n Wednesday morning a survey
of the scene of the fire plajnly show-
ad the narrow egcape the mmajn street
and block had The fire had extended
practically right up to the gervants
quartera at the rear of the Railway
Howl. and how further progreas wns
hlockesdl here gosa to ghow the
thornughness of thg defence put up
by the Brizade and thoge numerous
voung fellows who asgisted go com-
mendably. The debris of the timber
rieck wng gtill gmoking frealy, and con.
Wnued so all gay notwithstanding
acontinual hosing,

On Wednesday night, a brisk breeme,
had fanned up flajneg again on the
looality, and the Brigade wag
to run oput a Jlength of hoging
snhidue the renewed fAames,

i

tjon of the town were quite ablivious
for some titne top the fact that

a firs in progreas on

. Not a gound wag heard of
frebell and the fire had been pumi
pretty brigkly when geveral busi
people in that portion duly arrived
the soeme of the gutbreak, BSuch
dalay ag thig may mean serious loss
It may have besn g0 in our own case
to quote an instance, Thi were not
Yooking at all good “Chaum -
plon” offfce when our managing-edi-
tor arrived and he having sole nccoss
to certain wvalunble busineas _ﬂmu-
ments, &o., it was 10 chances to | on
this oocagion that he would have been
able to repcue them, Mr, C. B. Plumbh,

another of our prominent busineas
man has an seavaral ncrasloma Knawn

.niaﬁig

anoltner oI our proiminen. D LVE] Ve
men, has on several occaslons knpwn
nothing of an gutbreak of fire (prac-
tically on hig doorstep) until some
time after. On this pccasion, too, Mr,
Plumb knew nothing of the fire un-
til it wag well {n progress, And theere
are others with buginess interesis In
the same catagory, A flre alarm in
the pastern—Iin faect, In every quarter
of the town—portion {# badly needed
and Councll should try and Ingtal same
aystam mo that all residents can im.
mediately be appriged of an out-
break, It is a serious matter for busi-
neags people. We have mentioned
over and over agajin, 1t 1s almost im-
possible to hear the fire bell in the
eastern suburban area and gomething
phould be done in the matter,

Myr. Jones, Fire Brigade Bupt, again
complained about the delay In get.
ting water, Unt{l a special main in
put down Oak-street thingg will not
be satisfactory, gays Mr, Jones, He
firther states that had the water
been Immediately availabla on Tues-
day the chances are the timber rack
would have hean suved, Ag it wns,
there were three lengths of hosing 1¥y-
ing {dle all ready to be
firemen wajting until
had scooted all over the town adjust-
ing the numeroug valves require-
‘ments, When the water arrive
there was ample and the engineers
kept the supply p most satisfactorfly.
It i{g interegting to know that
pumping alons %as puficient for To-
quirements: ohy of
tank supply had been utflised (af the
utart). the purmp keeping up the nee-
eggary supply throughout,

It ia very gratifying to record Thit
of all the furniture and effects re-
moved from Mr, J, Meatham's resi-
dences and a vast quantity of ljten
ntire and offoe offects and furnitare)
from the “Champion™ office not one
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thing hag been migged, It Is very
Jeasing to note thg absence of Ny
mnmmw




to be touched,
printing plant, with linotypea, and
fuirly ample supply of paper
would have been a serious blow to
the proprietary (and Indirectly to the
town and district, for the local Preas
ls an .important factor in k-pl;? ita
town's affairs before the eves the
world) in present conditipns of trade
and |ndustry; therefore, all those wWho
agalsted ue In any way on Tueaday
night can realise the appreciation we
fesl towards themm, ikt o

After the previous s conflagra-

oartainly

dreamt of wag in gtore for them
night, and although
recovered thefr

y
the outhreak, Agsurance
that “It's all over" and
The outbreak oo
Commercial

tha alarm,
ever, Mesgrs, Kahl Jackson, and Cole
had bundled out holus-bolus all the
burning material from the room, and
tha esrdsse nf the RArigade. which

. noticed the fire at

burning MALETIAL ITOIM W0 FUwms, s
the services of the Brigade, which |
turnad out promptly, wers fortunately |
not pequired, The strangs thing
about thig outbreak is that the room
had been unoccupled by the inocum-
bent for the previous 24 hours, and |
na we gtated befgre, the only ml'l'l!!u.-|
aslon to pe come to, especially in view
of gucceeding events, lg that the fire
waa the regult of incendiariem A good'
deal of clothing. bedding, &c. was
burnt. and the walls charred, When
it wag learnt that all danger wag gver
the picture patrons returned to the
Lyrie and the programme wWas o©on-
cluded, Other{ wended their way |
home hoping to camplete a good
night's rest. But thig wag not to be
At 2 am, the vigorous ringing of
the firebell again roused the towns-
people, and in no time the sireets
whre swarming with almosy panjo-
stricken regidents] Anxious Inqui-
ries soon elicited the jnformation that
Mr. R. J. h's residence, at
::' t?‘urmr nfh Yew and Willow-streets,
e southern suburban arean, w
on fire, The tired-out .

tongive one, and there probably would
not have been time to get z,..

out, It appearg
kitchen, and the blas,
have a big hold
Lynch, who hurried
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this wooq waa lit on the stepg (which

|were hadly charred, the top ghe be-
ing burnt nearly through) or under-
neath alonggide the hlock lg not elear,
The fact remained that ip was this
wood that hnd started the fire, The
kichen door wag anlmost wholly bumt
from top to bhottam where the flamen
had apparently lgnited It from the
stepa, while the whole Kitchen flooring |
bonrds were charred, Mr. MeCull :
estimates his is0, |
The Fire Brignde ran out a length of
hoging and well watered the under-
work of the kitchen go that there would
be no further chance of an outhreak.
Thiw nttempt was a dastardly ona, and
econld  eamily have had dire conse-
quences, It however threw out na
clup ng to the cauge of the previous
outhrenks,

The Brigade had just about return-
ed to the fire statjon, and the people
once ngain to their homes, when an-
other alairm was gpounded at 8 a.m.
The bhell pealed put sonorougly., and
| once agnin residenty were rushing
| townwardas from all girections, |
ple were just about at the height

)

1

the outbreak wag accidental, Ha«
the timber got well alight there is no
| doubt about what a gerious firg would
have regulted.

While the d of people were ocC-
cupled in operations at the
eastern end of the goods shed a cory

wag then worked up to an ugly moed.
and anything was likely to
While all chanoe gof exit was

break. This incidant created no Jit-

tle excitement, and the whole night's
now hag the townapeo-

ple on the quil vive, the ng

question being, “Wonder

next one will be? Turther alarms

were generally expected, Fortunately
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munity could tolerate the
exigting, There was indisputable ovi-

is wag put and carried unani-
a large number of names
werg handed to fortm a committee;
inclusive of all members of the Shire
‘cmui.l.

Mr, R, Curtis, P.M,, then swore in
twelve gpecial congtables under the
Towng Police Act, and thege went on
'duty at nightfall, thy shifts being of
two hours each, coupleg patrolling al-
lotted sections of the town. Twelve
more men were sworn in yesterday,
In addition to the special constables
a number of the Vigilance Committee
! patrolling the town from Thurs
|ﬂ; night,

Thurgday njght was an ideal moon-
light one, ang muny people, with
nerveg at high tension, paraded ® the
thoroughfares until a late hour, fully
expectant of apything happening,
The special constables and members
of the Vigilance Committee were
promptly on duty, and the geveral al-
lotted sectiong.of Lthe town were care-
fully patrolied all night, Many towng-
people are taking every .precaution,
ang have provided themselves with
firemrms, As a matter of fact, the
feeling of unregt hag become so acute
that the public are determined to re-
gist the ¢' ment in town to the ut-
most, The manner in which the eciti-
gens have responded in the matter of
guarding the public interestg |s mosti
commendable, and Mr. R, Curtig, P.M,,
recognieing the gravity of the posi-
tion, lost no lime [n swearing-in the
gpecinl congtables nnd giving (hem
the requigite authgrity to carry out to
the full all such protective measures
neceasary, Mr, Curtis had alsp ad-
vised the Home Secretary of the posi-
tion of affuirs, About midnight there
‘waa an alarm in the southern end of
the town, many residenls being start-
led by the loud explosion of a gun.
It appears a couple of men had been
wateched for gome time trespassing n
the vicinity of the residence of Mr.
Leahy, at the corner of Fir and
Beech-gtreets, and eventually they
|were cornered in the grounds of Mrs,
'W. H., Ogden—apparently bent on gn-




|W. H, Ogden—apparently bent on gn-
| tering the little shop there, They
were challenged, but made off, Mr. Og-
den then fireq over Lheir heads—but
they could not be seen for dust, and
escaped, When Mr, Ogden first chal-
lenged them they threw a bottle at
him but misgeq their mark, the bottle
crashing againgt a wall, Otherwise,
the night pnssed off uneventfully,
Early In the evening the members of
the Fire Brigade reeled all their hos-
ing ready f{pr eventualities, and =a
general readiness was Very appargnt,
There were nll sortg of rumors of what
wne going to happen. but if any of
thege fellows are caught in the act
they can rest asgured they will have
n very rough time, Extra police as-
glatance has arrived, and pegple are
feeling a little more compoged now,
but still, the week's doings have
naturally greatly disarranged the
nerves of townspeople, who are
strictly on the qui vive for any emer.
genay.




