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An Early Morning Gonﬂagra on!

Disastrous Fire at Barcaldine. i

The Unlucky Iut Eldlhuklllllhffarl.
Damages Elﬂmllod at £10,000.
Fire Brlndn‘n Excellent Work.
Lyric Picture Theatre » Proves an Effective Break.

e ——

Narrow Escape of Eastern Section —Hotel Shakespeare Almost Ignites

For the third time within esight
months an outbréak of fire has oo
curred ip the West Emd hotel block,
on this occssion unfortunately with
disastrons Tesults. Shortly after 1
am Monday Mr. B. Culpsm. owner of
the Hotel Shakespears, was rousad
froin his beauly sleep by the restless-
pes= of a Jersey cow which roAms
aboit the vard at night, and thinking
ther~ were some prowlers about got
up to investigate. ~He was then
astenished o find a fire blazing in
the Allies' Cafe opposits; iU appaarsd
like two fres, but Mr. Culpan sayu
probably a reflection on & window

causrnd the supposition. Mr. Culpan
4l pocs guve the alarm o the Wesl
End people, and others, and semt his
vardman, Mr, Clancy, to the fire sta-
tion. which, happily, is only a sbhort
distunce away in Ash-street, aod
this young man vigorously tolled the
hell. AMr. Culpan had no oasy task in
rousing the inmates of the West End;
everybody appearsd to be dead to tha
world, anil perfectly oblivious of the
seething cauldron of tire which waa
mmuring right: alongside of them.
Meanwhile the tire sprend with .Hat
rapidity, and by the time members of
the Fire Brigade arrived Mr. Rod-
goer's pluce was practically blazing
from »od to ond

1t was just aboul ten minutes past
one o'clock when the tirebell alarmed
the people and slmost immediately a
loud whistle ai the power house sim-
ultanegualy apprised the residemis in
the vustern section of the town., This
alerm was gquite a surprise, and was
much appreciated by business people
and others in that part, ~ome of whom
bad not heard the bell. Unfortunately
the compressed alr used for the pur-
pose of blowing the whistle hed ex-/
baurtid the air in the reservoir for
wide lne tha his sarine which, for a
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‘baurted the air in the reservoir for
siariing the big enginé, which, for a
while afterwards, caused some incon-
vanjonce and this was really respon-
sible for the little scarcity of water
al tha stem of the Brigade's operu-
at the fire. Certainly the rail-
way tank was running and the Turn-
cock. Mr E Vale, could not find the
key o turn |t off, but this was not the
chie’ cause of the trouble. [t appears
that whepn the wlarm wis given nata-
rally the roused residents switched on
thel: lights and the whole responsi-
bility of the pumping and generating
felf on to tle small engine, with the
consequence that she grunted and
groaned gnder the wery heavy load,
and dropped her speed to about hall
Mr. E Hill, who had just relieved Mr.
F. Fysh on shift, waa really at his
wita' end what to do. H-mhrltu

livag M to the power house,
rag scroas o give Mr. Hill some as-
slatance, and this was much appre-

it lg & strange coincidence that the

1916 fire started almost in the same
fnon it and was sirenad ot tha same
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1916 fire started almost in the same
locality, and wus stopped at the same
g Mr. C
4] arriving op the acome, Mr. L.
F, Ucrrdm -Jones, Buperintendent of the
Fire Brigade. thought thore might be
lhﬂpnlnﬂuthﬂ“’mm:md
he for & while concentrated his eof-
forts in that direction. He conmocted
up 200t of hosing at the Hoie
Shakespeare plug and®300ft., at Haw-
thorne's in Ouk-strest. The Brigade
for & time played on the West End
from the Besch-strest side, and then
{t beceme apparent that there was
nmothing for It but io iransfer opers-
tioms to the Osk-street froutage, and
Mr. Jones connected up 40071 i
Hawthorne's and semt 300ft. round to
Anh-street to attack in the rear,
gave the Brigade three good jet=. and

there wen now plenty of waler.
West End barnt flercely and
n.?;:r and the Brigade
Ertr moses nothing could have sup-
pressed the solid hody of flame that
was saveloping the corner bullding.
Mr. Jones says the hotel appearad (o
burst into flame In twenty plmees at
once. The heal wan terrific. As it
the wscarcity of lll;rt;;

rn pot matter mueh,
;hreu:;l. nf:ﬂ not poa=ihly have done
more than it did—s metropolitan bri-
gade would prohably have ahosén tha
Lyric ftrom e siurt to moke (ha

save and not wnste lime smd water (n
trylng o stem the fery tide at the
Wast End, in the Brst instance, when
it was seen it was & hopelesa tashk,

Tha demomnstratiop on the pravious
Monday evening gove the Brignde an
idea of what water could be relied
upon, and confidence that they would
be able to cope with a fairly big flie,
and prevent i spreading. Of course
ooce a large wooden bullding gets
wol alight nothing—not evem a
metropolitam brigade—can save (b
The fire-fighters can only prevent it
spreading. The night was fortunately
almost o perfect calm, still the breeze
crested by the flames caused parti-
clos o be wafted in all directions,
and some even weni as fRT away as
the R, C. Church.

When rowsed the Wesi End people
wore quite panje-stricken, as the (ite
| was raging most vigorously at the
| rear of the hotel and adjolning build-
|ings. [t wa# then patent to everyone
that the fne bulkling waf doomed.
The boarderyg end stafl gol away with
little beyond what mey stood up in:
| several took to the ladders on Mre
Huowthorne's side of ithe hotel and
thus got oul of danger, but they were
gblo to save but little of their goods
nnd chattels. Some threw thuft be-
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and chattels. Some threw their be-
longings over the balcony and that
wan the last they saw of them in
soma inatances. Several ladies had no
time to secure their trinkets and be-
longings and reached the street in
pight attire. A couple of them fainted
and received attention at the hospl-
tal. One gentlemen lefy a gold walch
and chaip on his dressing table, and
others, too, lost valuables. Severnl of
the male boarders Josi all their
clothes, and one gentleman lost a
packaga of vialuahle official and legei
documents. Ip giftsen minutes afler
the alarm wa=: given the West End
hotel wos g mass of Aerce fire, and Lo
great was the heat that peopls siood
a8 far back ag the rallway line, and
the alla podrida of thinge pitched in-
o the street wers carted back (o the
railway fance. |

When the fire was al its helght Lhe
Holel Shakespeare caused much un-:
sasiness; rthe telegraph poles in
Beech-streot were already allght, and
the mcacin trees running along the
centre of the street were heing scorch- |
up; these tress, af in the Octodher
fire of 1816, went a long woy I.ul-n.rdl1
protecting the bullding, which wag i-nl

porious jeopardy. sn much so0 thet
propla on the gastern #il: of ‘he|
hotel started moving stocs.  Mr. Sid

Bmith had ‘all his out put afterwatds
put it beck whett he found (he
Shakespears was pafe. Mr. W. . Peel
too, was taking no risks, nad buil re-
moved a quantity of valuabie learher |
stock amd his safe. Others witn Luael-
néss |nterests o the sastsrn aectlon
wera feeling very anxiods und were|
watching the progress o evonls af
the Bhakespeare very closoly wend’
feverishly. It really looked as i[ ondy |
a miracle could ssve the fing hotel,
amd therefore the wholo mection. The
heat was very intonse when the Westl
End was burning at its height, and
|the curtaln hoards and ridging under
(the roof of the Shakespears were,
| smakeing ominously. The lower cug-
| tain boards had, in [mct, lgnited, bat
{the buwcket brigade dealt with this;
the danger was the top trouble, out
of reach of those using the buckets.
' Bome Ume B Mr. Jones had
made & request for wet plankets to be
pleced along the balcony, und this wag
done. He had also requested nll doors
to be closed 1o

serious, urgent cally were made for
a hose mnd assistance, The wooden
wills wore slmost red hot, while
glaza in the doorg wns cracked—the
slightest bit of wind and the bhotsl
wae loat. Mr. Jones, realising the
serioustess of the poaition, then

ordered 200fi. of the hoso being wtili-
| st Im Auh_strmst bo ha heninshs rannd




| ordered 200f1. of the hoso belng utili-
| sed in Ash-stroet to be brought round
to the Bhakespears. Mr. 8 Hoy seized
the hydrant and did the distance in
the aquickest time oo record Fire-
mon brought slong the hose—and it
wis no easy job elther, the hoag heing
full of water and wos dead welght.
The hydrant was planted neir the
hotel, and Firemun Fromk (O'Brien
braved the heat and played om the
smoking portione of the Shakespears
until danger was passed. When the
roofing of the West End fell In the
tensinn wod TFelieved, but the hoat
wus ferrifie. 1 waer ulmost diffiealt
to stand on the otheér side of the line
newrly upposite the resldence of the
station master. Tt in penerally agreed

that the heat on this oceasion from
the Wast End Hotel surpassed (hal |
Eaneratng the bullding demolished
in 1815, "Frank" must have heen o
bit of o Balamnaodsr o stemd the tem- |
perature o8 he did.  The bucket bri-
gatde at the Shakespears did ghod |
work, and much prmse n this respyet |
e due Miss ("Bob") =Hallivan, who
worked Jike a heroine, and, be it re-
marked, this young lady wag stand- |
ing to her gunk—or rathor to her
ckets—when many of the male sex
wars thinking more sbout tThemaslvas
and thelr helmgings. Beveral have
apoken Lo us regarding “Bob's" (as

'Miss Sullivag is familiarly known) |
|fine work- All the paint on the
| Beach-street  alde frontage and
(tlop boards of the holel are
|burnt into ridges. and glass s
broken in the doors. The hose waa
then turned on to the burning tele-
lgraph and talephone poles and the
Jets reached easily over the top. Bome
of the burning timber |n the acacis
trees wos also chopped away.

While all this wag going on busl-
ness people and others ip lhe Wwes-
tern block, on the Oak-street front in
the danger sone, were busy removing
thelr goods and chattels as far out of
roach ag possible. The centre of the
sireet presented u very conglomerated
mass of stock-in-trade of varfed dos-
criptions, and furniture, &c., (rom the
hotela, Mr. W. Greaves had removed
m small amount of stuff, and Mrs.
Hawthorne fortunately was lucky in
this respect, too. Even the linolsum
had been raised in the Federa]l rooms
—this i¥ o big item nowndays. Still, a
ot uf monsy (g lost hy removel. Mr.
C, B. Plumb—in fact. all in peed of
guch- had many willing helpers. His
large stock was removed holus-bolus
in Mankets, &c.. and dumped down |
near the rallwey fence. Every mor-
ta] thing in the shop was removed,
oven the clock ond telephone, coun- |

aven the clock ond telephome, coun-
ters, &c¢. Mr. Plumb carries a very
large and waried stoek, snd the pile
of mized matter the contents of the
shop T ;‘rthMMl can well be
imagin A Farrington, Mr.
Plumb's right hand man, mountad
fuprd over the disturbed stoek, and
really “Seth™ Iooked gquite elevated
in his new pesition, and his Imitstion
of the “Cheap Jack"” was very amus-
ing,. Hv was unblushingly offering
his stock @t pre-fire prlees! We be-
lieve he disposed of guite & pumber
of cignrettey st fabulous price! How-
eVer, a little fun 6t soch w time helps
to pass the time and doss no harm.
“It'8 u poor hear thas never pejoices

L

it is pleasing to learn thet there ap-
peary to have been very little, if mny,
n:n’aring. n'.:cln usual on such ocea-
slons—in . everything appoarsd
to be vory quist and orderly comsider-
ing wll things, as compared with
some provious occakions we have In
mind. Mr. Plumb (nformed us that
80 far as ha oould tell on Wedneaday
he did not appear o have lost much
of his atock. Evervthing was no mixed
up, however, that 1 would be some
time hafore he could really tell bow
he sood. Ha expected to lose some
hundreds of pounds owing to damage
through removal though

Mr. Anhur Plumb, too, had re-
movod practically all his stock of
tobacconists’ requirements.

Mr. D. Btibbards had fortunately
secured two programmes of films
from the operating box of the Lyric
Thoatre. [f theas he! been inoin-
orafed |t would have bean a serlous
loss. To make sure, Mr. Fred James,
the operator, ook tha flma straight
to the rallway station, The plano and
gil‘. chiirg hod oric bean removed

ely, f

It wus of the Lyrie we n The tre of
Pt Ocwber, 1816, where & determined
staud wis made, and the Brigade,
with sevarnl assistants, worked ke
Trojans to stem the fira. The fire |

closure would be the chier means

'stopping further progress of the fire |

And =0 it proved to b, but not until
after g very strenuous Umo hed hlil
experienced by those who shmred in|
the light. It was a veritablo Inferno,
and Mr. Jomes says himssll that hlll
does not kmow how (he men stood
gp to it He stood It himself untl
the hairg were bumt off his arms and
his eve lmshes scorched, and yet there
wera (hoss who faced the thine out



s ©F0 0 SOOTUDD, RNd Fer there |
i""" thosa who faced the thing out
'In this respeet the Buperintendent
spocially mentioned w us Fireman
|H. 0. Teasdale, Bub.Supt. H. Williams,
|lh| Mosars. Brothers (Horace
|and Fred), Mr. A. H. J. Clarke, Shire |
|lh;‘lnuur {who had done excellont’
' work right through the fire —and his
 handa showed it next day), Mr. J.

Iﬂnahmhr[hhnﬂﬂhdn.nmu.

only a Joe Scbamberg can), Mr. J.
Flsrhar, Mr. G. Brown, and othoers.
In fact, po excessively fierce was the
| homt that wei bage and matirassos
had ™ be thrown over the firemey at
timw to protect them. TSN
of them grafted splendidly, and too|
much praise eannot be bestowed upon
tham, for their success meant such a
|lot. Beverml of them received nasty
burie and cuts. The big crowd—at
& safo distance near the rallway fence
~-muxiously watched the fire-fighting
oparmions. Over amd over again the
Namas trisd to get over "No man‘s
lund" - the ters of the Lyric Theatre
~In Plumb's, and on one occasion the
vpuriting box (situated mid-way be-|
tween Hawthorne's ang Plumb's) Ig-
nited. but the outbrenk was speedily
hosod out. The defence was too
strng, md when Hawthorne's roof
oollapyed it was evident the fire was
bearon,  so strong was the opposi-
Hon that the flames did nor even: ig-
Dite the fromt wall of the Lyric from
Hawihorne's, and the end ia flugh up
againet the refreshment roomd. 1t
will bo remembered that in the 1915
fire this well wne pulled down It
wne u splemdid save, and the groatest
craddit {8 due all concerned, The wa-
ter supply waa tip-top, nnd nmpls for
the purpose. The thres jets gave out
n good volume of water, and Mr. Hill
informed us next day that the tank
never once had hesn empty. The
pump kept the supply golng nicely,
Mr. Jomes, ns wa will probably re-
mark slaewhere. is coafident now he
could use six jets of waier providing
lie hag the material for ssme.

It was aboul utr-p-umwmu‘
|
|

was guite evident the fire was in hand
und altheugh some mn:nd mﬂﬁ
homewsrds many =
|light discussing m"z:q. wrought
in so ghort a time and what the pro-
bable eonsequences might have been,
eapecially had the Hote] Shakspears
sucoymbed. b

Naturally the telegraph ond tele-
phona lines became somewhat disor-

i)
| Roma, to Toowoomba and Hl"ilth.

and then to Rockhampton. It is a very !
round-about way of sending o Pross
meanage to Rockhampton. bhut o was
lthe only avallable way. This messpge
wag despatched at 200 wm. uod
cvlerly shows to what extent u Press-
|ml.n will go to enlighten the outside
worid s to what I« happening in our
little wwn if he is fortunate in strik-
|ing an obliging official ke Mr, Me
| Muhoss That thp mensige wos pass-
ed on OK. was proved nexi morning
|Whem & islegram was recaived from
| Beaudesart (newr Brisbane) inquiring
| for particulars the fire. The
| Beech-street systemn was tangled a
| gnod deal, the telegraph line and elec-
|trie light oables boing twisted, and
'fome ware (astemed in the wmeacia
trees opporite the Shakespanre Mr,
| Blade, chle! linemun, assisted by Mr.
| McMahon and asslstants, did good
work in clearing the streeta of the
hanging wires but owing to heing
dark they could not do mueh until

with Rookhampton was restored. Mr.
Blade also worked wery hard in get-
'ting vut telephones, &c., but was un-
able to save all. Just In fromt of the
Lyric &t one time » cable fused and
the flash wue like lightning (llumins-
tion. It war not possible to say what
state the underground telephons lines
—running nﬂﬁth:t::aulldtm-
pith—wera in I gystem

pearsd to he setisfactory, however,

How ths fire originated is & mys-
'tery. Mr. Rodger states he loft his
roomg at about 11 o'clock the jire-
vioun night and overything wus all
rightt Ha had not had &« firv in ihe
Ptove st al] that Jday Sergr  flogun
and Constable Colfax ulse weil past
the Alliea' Cafe st about that time, and
the Sargeant -aya they notieed no-
thing out of the way A conple of
W Fnd buarders, w«a hear., cmelt
fire thal night, but on invesiieuting
found nothing to cause any femrs. Mr,
Rodger suys thers was @ little gate
leading to the West End back promines
and he bhad pointed out to Mr. Catip
that it would be well to keep the gute

Trwr et Amwimn lahwines m o haesw



that it would be well to keep the gute
locked. Anyone lemving In a hurry
from the back premisegy would par-

material lying about and result in @
fira, The gute had been locked once,
but momeones bhroke the lock the next

Happlly Lbere wore bo (atalities,
but a couple ol girls
ferad from shock.
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remminsd of the fne bhotel and
the other bulldings but n mass of
twisted iron, burnt-out aafes, ovems,
bedstemds, cash regisiers, &c., whﬁ]
spirala of aumoke wera atlll Issuing
from the charred remains.  Fireman
J. Lemnon, who had been op about am
olevem hours' shift, was stilf puurlng|
waler on the gmbers. The owner of
the Wast Find Hotel, Mr. J. Lynoh,
would havae beem in Barcaldine last
wool, but wos detained owing to slek-|
neas jo the tamily; be however ar-
rived op Wadneaday's mail. Of course
the meen of the fire attractad o of
gpoctmtors whife the juveniles had
great fun and curiosity |n scraping
among the remains n search of “sou-
vonlrs,™

The apprarumee of the Hotel Bhnks- |
poare pluinly showed what o trying
|time it hed bad, and what o mirecle it
was that the fine bullding (did not
|calch properly. Another few minutes
*delmy In getting the hose there would
(have bean fatal. Whila we are ro-
|terring to this, it would be well 10 wx-
plain that somothing has hesm  sald
ahout the Brigades negiecting to pro-
parly protect tha Shakespears (rom
the rommencement. We referred this
to Mr, Jones, mmd that gentleman
sintey that pever once did he losa
sight of the Shakespeare. He was
gontinually watching ., snd whaen
things did lonk serious pe Immediately
sent round the hose' from O'RogafPs,
In Ash-wiroet. He could nol have pro-
vided a permsment hose nt the Shaks-
peare for the purpode bhocause he hod
not one o provide. Every fnot of hose
be had was in commisslon on tha

biock. Certamly, if he had had
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